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Opening Remarks 


Eight Reasons Why 
This Issue Was Late 


For Tosha Manke, who does most of the heavy lifting and last-minute fixes before 
Beachcomber goes to press. And, every two weeks, has to wait for me to send her 
my Page 3 article. If patience is indeed a virtue, she is the most virtuous of them all. 


1. I was researching this issue’s Happy Hour listings for accuracy, and then I 
passed out for 36 hours. 


2.1 had a week’s worth of M*A*S*H reruns filling up the DVR and had to remove 
them in a non-wasteful (and time-consuming) manner. 


3. We had the Act4Murder awards in Pensacola Beach this past weekend, and I 
was the guy who had to make all those trips back and forth to check on the dogs. 


Incidentally, Jet 100 FM is the best radio station ever. I listened to it for three 
days straight, and there was never anything to turn off. I also had my “a-HA!” 
moment when I finally realized Golden Earring’s classic “Radar Love” is not about 
Gary Burghoff’s character from M*A*S*H. 


The other a-HA moment happened when they played “Take on Me.” 
4. I couldn’t resist watching the Atlanta Falcons hold the world in their hands 


and then throw it all away. Hey, is that the Falcons coach reenacting Lady Gaga’s 
stadium rooftop leap without a bungee cord? 


5. The dog ate my computer. 


Who let this guy in? Beachcomber Editor Chris Manson (far right) with Graffiti & the Funky 
Blues Shack’s Chuck and Carmen Stiles at the hot spot’s reopening in Destin. Try the Buddy 
Guy, it’s delicious. 


Murder Mystery Dinner Theater 


ACT4MURDER 


E: | Enjoy a delicious meal during a night of Comedy, 

\ Mystery and MURDER! We KILL it at public, 

_ private, company parties and fundraising events. 
Contact us today - we’re to DIE for! 


www.act4murder.com 
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Sunday, February 12th, 2017 


2pm on the LuLu’s Beach 


FREE Ceremony Includes: 
© Flowers for “Brides” 

© Wedding Vow Certificates 

© Wedding Cake & Champagne Toast 


© Fun Dance Music! 


Pre-register online or register the day of the event starting at llam 


. 4) 
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MARDI GRAS BALL 


Saturday, February 25, 2017 
7pm-10opm 
Buffet & Open Bar 
(Wine - Beer - Well Drinks) 
Attire: Island Elegance 
Music by: Hotwire 


Tickets available in LuLu’s Gift Shop or online at www.LuLuBuffett.com 
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Jane Morgan (Record Roundup) lives in Brooklyn, New York, but grew up in 
Destin. She is a recent graduate of New York University, where she studied 
music branding and criticism. 


Chris Leavenworth (Commentary) has lived in Northwest Florida his whole 
life. In addition to his work with Destin Harvest and time spent with family 
and his dog, Chris enjoys good conversations, reading books, writing, and 
playing music. 


Zandra Wolfgram (Wine Women & Shoes). Since it's the season of love, Zandra 
is taking the mantra "Do what you love and the money will Follow" to heart 
and therefore, all donations and Valentines (anonymous and otherwise) are 
more than welcome. 


Nikki Hedrick (Live Music Review), from Seagrove Beach, is a photographer 
and longtime Beachcomber contributor. She co-owns 850 Music and 
Entertainment, and is currently glued to her computer catching up on photo 
editing. 


Joni Williams (Brew Review) enjoys eating, drinking and hitting the road on 
the spur of the moment, which is pretty much what she writes about, too. 


Paula Hilton (The Last Page) is the founder of Act4Murder, a comedic murder 
mystery troupe that has been entertaining the Emerald Coast since 2003. 


Samantha Lambert (Valentine’s Day) has been back in Florida for Five months 
now and is really enjoying the weather. She loves interviewing people and 
writing stories For Beachcomber. She also enjoys visiting parts of the area that 
have grown tremendously since she grew up here in the 1970s. 


Kimberly White (“They're Crafty”) began her journalism career in 1997 and 
spent the ensuing years working as an editor, reporter, radio newscaster and 
producer at media outlets across the country. She is an avid reader and lover 
of all things German shepherd. 


Hunter Forbes (Outdoors) is owner and guide at 30A Guide Service and 
Southern Whitetail Outfitters. He’s also a freelance outdoor photographer 
and lives in Santa Rosa Beach. 


Jenna Taylor (Outdoors) is an avid outdoorswoman, content creator and 
writer. Born and raised in Kentucky, she now lives in Santa Rosa Beach. 


Kellyanne Bartleson (Family-Friendly Events) is the creator of 
EmeraldCoastKids.org, a comprehensive online resource guide for all things 
kids, teens and Families in Walton and Okaloosa counties. 


Opening Remarks continuco.. 


6. The other dog ate my camera. 


7. Charles Morgan had to go to Mobile again, leaving me scrambling to fill up the 
eight pages I’d socked away for his latest Beachcomber Interview. “I can always 
interview myself again,” he told me Tuesday morning before I “accidentally” 
dropped my phone off the balcony. 


8. I was busy checking the online survey for the Ninth Ever Beachcomber Music 
Awards, to be held at Graffiti & the Funky Blues Shack in Destin Monday, March 
6. If you haven’t voted yet, hurry and do it right now at beachcomberdestin. 
com, because Sunday, Feb. 12, 11:59 p.m. is the cutoff. 


Will any of those work? 
- Chris 


News from Beachcomberland 


Congrats, Destin Desserts Winners! 


The Girl Scouts of the Florida Panhandle held their 
Sixth Annual Destin Desserts competition at the 
Palms of Destin, with area chefs showcasing their 
talents by creating original desserts using legendary 
Girl Scout cookies as the main ingredient. 


Guests got to sample the creative and delectable 
desserts and cast votes for this year’s Grand 
Champion. 


The 2017 Grand Champion is Kevin Wynn of the 
Black Pearl on Okaloosa Island. Wynn used Thin Mint 
cookies to create an eye-catching, mouth-watering 
Thin Mint cheesecake—Thin Mint cookie crust topped 
with vanilla creme, whipped cream, and homemade 
macadamia Thin Mint brittle. 


Second place winner went to Chef Daniel Soto of 
Niceville’s Café Rico. He concocted a Brownie beanie 
emulation on a large scale, then small beanie samples 
for tasting. Using Toffee Tastic cookies, Soto named 
his creation Toffee Tastic Teenie Beanie. A spin on 
traditional tres leches, Soto’s version used layers of 
sweet soaked cake, Toffee Tastic crumble and vanilla 
mousse, topped with a handcrafted toffee beanie. 


Third place honors went to Chef Mat Von Eberstein, 
pastry chef from Lucy Buffett’s LuLu’s in Destin. 
His innovative use of the Trefoil cookie was named 
Orange Trefoil Tiramisu and was heavily layered, 
resulting in strong visual appeal. The dessert was 
garnished with candied orange zest. 


Other participants were Christopher Rakas of 
Aegean, Dominic Damiano of Clemenza’s, Allen 
Tueton of Jackacudas, and Christopher Holbrook 
of Signature Catering of 30A. 


Proceeds benefited the Girl Scouts’ Camp Kolomoki, 
a 1,600-acre site located just west of DeFuniak 
Springs in Walton County. Mother Nature caused 
water erosion and complete washouts to the camp’s 
main road, causing Camp Kolomoki to be closed a 
few years ago. Funds will go toward the completion 
of repairs and re-opening. 


There are more than 5,000 Girl Scouts in the Florida 
Panhandle division and over three million worldwide. 
Visit gscfp.org for more info. 

- Kay Phelan 


2017 Mattie Kelly Arts Foundation Board of Directors 


The Mattie Kelly Arts Foundation (MKAF)—a not-for- 
profit charitable arts organization founded in 1995 to 
be Northwest Florida’s champion of cultural arts and 
arts education for all—recently kicked off its 22nd 
season with an Awards and Induction Ceremony. 


MKAF applauded the following retiring board members 
for their dedicated service—Allison Tringas, Jeff 
Rink, Rebecca Job, Anita Skipper and Melissa 
Matern. Job will continue to serve as chair of the 
2017 Friendraiser Committee. 


More than 300 annual volunteers support the MKAF, 
but there is always one who stands out in the crowd. 
The Volunteer of the Year Award recognized Kent 
Peterson for contributing countless hours of volunteer 


service. Peterson demonstrated a true labor of love to 
this organization in making capital improvements. 


The foundation’s most prestigious award, the 
Chairman’s Sterling Award, honors that special board 
member who exemplifies commitment, spirit and 
vision to the Foundation’s mission. Kathy Whidden of 
Emerald Coast Chiropractic was this year’s recipient, 
recognized for her countless hours and fundraising 
efforts as a testimony of her passion for the arts. 


The 2016 MKAF Chairman Eric Navarre stated in 
his closing remarks: “Mattie Kelly Arts Foundation 
Outreach presented 49 outreach residency programs 
and visited 25 schools and agencies. MKAF expanded 
outreach to include adults with special needs and the 
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implementation of Warrior Arts, an initiative to bring 
therapeutic art benefits to those suffering from PTSD 
and Traumatic Brain Injury.” 


MKAF Outreach is made possible from grants, private 
donations and event profits from more than 19 
cultural and fundraising events, which attracted over 
18,600 in attendees in 2016. 


The gavel was passed to the 2017 Chairman Matt 
Dahman, who announced his fellow Executive 
Committee members—Vice Chairman Jackie Ely, 
treasurer Kevin Bowyer, secretary Heather Ruiz, 
Brian Beauchamp, Stacey Brady, Wayne Paul, and 
Kathy Whidden. 


“I am honored to be a small part of the Mattie Kelly 
Arts Foundation’s long history,” said Dahman. “I look 
forward to working with some of the best and brightest 
business leaders in the area in an effort to build on 
the success of 2016 and make 2017 our best year yet.” 


Also installed—the 2017 elected board of directors 
Keri Atchley, Melinda Bowers, Jimmy Campbell, 
Lorraine Christian, Shantelle Dedicke, Donna Fox, 
Teresa Halverson, Kim Holley, Meloney Howell, 
Bill Lindsley, Pat Madden, Bill McQuillan, Dion 
Moniz, Stephen Smith, Elizabeth Spies and Alexis 
Tibbetts. 


For more information on MKAF events, arts 
education programs or membership and volunteer 
opportunities, visit mattiekellyartsfoundation.org 
or call 850-650-2226 to get involved. 

- Zandra Wolfgram 
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Carl Hiaasen 


Mar-a-Lago Membership: Such a Deal at Twice the Price! 


By Carl Hiaasen, Tribune Content 
Agency 


An absolutely true news item: The 
initiation fee to join Donald Trump’s 
private club, Mar-a-Lago, has been 
doubled from $100,000 to $200,000 
since his election to the presidency. 


We here at beautiful Mar-a-Lago 
appreciate your enthusiasm at the 
prospect of joining our luxurious club, 
located on the almost-private island of 
Palm Beach. 


Since November, we’ve been swamped 
with so many applications that we’ve 
decided to increase our initiation fee 
by 100 percent. Contrary to numerous 
fake news reports, we’re not doing this 
to cash in on Mr. Trump’s being elected 
president. That would be greedy and 
low-class. 


The real truth is that we’re planning 
some amazing new services and 
breathtaking renovations. When you 
see what we have to offer, we think 
you'll agree that paying $200,000 for 
the Mar-a-Lago lifestyle is actually a 
bargain. 


Those of you who’ve visited our website 
know that one of our most popular 
“six-star” amenities is croquet. This is 
the sport where you dress up like Jay 
Gatsby and whack a hard ball through 
a series of bent coat-hangers that have 
been whimsically arranged on a wide 
green lawn. 


Raising the club’s initiation fees will 
allow us to upgrade our famous croquet 
operation. The traditional wooden 
balls will be replaced by ones made of 
authentic elephant ivory, supplied by 
Mr. Trump’s older sons. 


Another exciting change is coming to 
our renowned lunchtime bridge games. 
Each deck of playing cards will soon 
feature a hand-painted likeness of Mr. 
Trump as the king of hearts, and of 
Mrs. Trump as the queen of diamonds. 


Winning bridge teams will be allowed to 
take home one of these special decks, 
which will also be on sale for $49 in the 
Trump Boutique. 


Tennis is another beloved pastime here 
at Mar-a-Lago. In the months ahead 
we plan to re-surface our seven-star 


Open Wed.-Sun. Ilam-3pm & 
o-l0pm for lunch & Dinner 
WED- BMA 5:30-10PM 


MA Red Bar 


SINNER 


BEST JAZZ ARTIST 


Jazz Band 


FRI & SAT + 10PM-MIDNIGHT 
DJ lady Muse 


SUN + 11AM-3PM 


»BMA 
WINNER 


ul AMERICANA ARTIST 


Dread 


Clampitt 


THEREDBAR.COM 


courts with bright new clay chosen 
by Mr. Trump’s personal colorist. In 
addition, we'll be installing adjustable 
nets that will be strung at varying 
heights during the season, depending 
on the state of Mr. Trump’s forehand. 


For those of you who don’t play tennis, 
bridge or croquet, be assured that 
Mar-a-Lago still has much to offer for 
$200,000—elegant suites, eight-star 
dining and a service staff whose visa 
status is unassailable. 


And let’s not forget the magnetic 
presence of Mr. Trump himself. 


Many prospective members have 
inquired about club protocol when 
the new president is in residence. 
Obviously, because of security issues, 
life at Mar-a-Lago is a bit less carefree 
during Mr. Trump’s visits. 


The tanning salon is closed to members 
and guests, though all other spa 
facilities operate under normal hours. 
Our nine-star beach club across the 
street also remains open—don’t be too 
surprised if you see big Bill O’Reilly on 
his paddleboard! 


Throughout the compound, the Secret 
Service is a visible presence. We 
discourage members from interacting 
with the agents. Please don’t try to buy 
them drinks. Don’t ask to see their 
guns. Don’t tug playfully at their ear 
buds. 


We are a social club, but these agents 
have a serious job to do. We expect our 
members to use common sense. When 
Mr. Trump is on the property, leave 
your croquet mallet on the croquet 
lawn. Do not bring it into the bar. 


If you happen to see Mr. Trump in our 
10-star restaurant or 11-star lobby, 
please don’t try to shake his hand, pat 
him on the back or touch his hair. We 
advise you to wave from a distance. 


In the event Mr. Trump comes over and 
speaks with you, keep the conversation 
light. Golf is always a safe subject. For 
instance, he loves talking about the 
killer slope of the 18th green at Trump 
International, or that crazy dogleg on 
the 16th at Doral. 


Continued on page 42 


LOUISSLOOIS 


Resfaurant- Bar 


850 26¢-1o00 


39 Musset Bayou Road 
Santa Rosa Beach 


Open Tue.-Sat. at 5pm 


GREAT HAPPY HOUR 
5-7PM 


LIQUOR BAR 


WINE LIST 


WWW.LOUISLOUIS.NET 
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Commentary 


Congressman Matt Gaetz and the EPA 


By Chris Leavenworth 


I’m not sure what Congressman Matt 
Gaetz is thinking or if he truly believes 
humans have no impact on global 
warming—a new excuse proposed by 
deniers who can no longer handle the 
overwhelming amount of evidence on 
climate change, and yet is still rejected 
by over 90 percent of the world’s 
climate science community. 


He was quoted in the Panama City 
News Herald: “There is no denying the 
planet is warming, but more needs to 
be done to determine whether it’s a 
natural cycle of warming and cooling 
or ifhumans are irreversibly harming 
the planet.” 


Despite indisputable evidence from 
manmade production of greenhouse 
gases and carbon footprints from 


burning coal, oil and gas, Gaetz is 
willing to bet against “irreversibly 
harming the planet” and has drafted 
a bill proposing to abolish the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 


The proposed bill is intended to 
leave it up to each individual state 
to decide whether or not they’d like 
to enforce regulations on businesses 
that directly affect the environment. 
In other words, big businesses will 
only need to appeal to state politicians 
to strip away environmental policies 
that protect drinking water, limit air 
pollution, and keep mining companies 
from dumping coal debris into natural 
streams. 


Gaetz makes the argument that the 
EPA has done a poor job protecting 
the environment and that the whole 
program must be completely scrapped. 


CONNECT WITH US 


facebook.com/beachcomber.destin 
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I'll agree that recently the EPA hasn’t 
been terribly effective—look at the 
Colonial Pipeline that spilled over 
250,000 gallons of oil in Alabama 
last year. Or the 176,000 gallons that 
leaked out of Belle Fourche in North 
Dakota in December. Closer to home 
was the BP oil spill, when 200 million 
gallons of crude oil was leaked into the 
Gulf of Mexico after an explosion that 
killed 17 people in 2010. The water in 
Flint, Michigan is still toxic. The list 
goes on. 


Although the EPA isn’t perfect, it 
doesn’t logically follow that a 40-year 
program aimed at preserving and 
conserving the beauty and clean air of 
the U.S. should be shut down. Every 
developed country has nationwide 
environmental policies. Why wouldn’t 
we? 


This is not about protecting small 
businesses drowning in regulations 
and red tape as he claims. If it was, 
he’d be focusing on shifting the 
burden of compliance to the bigger 
companies that actually do have a 
negative impact on the environment. 


Gulf Seafood | Pizza | Steaks | Cocktails 2 nail 
On the corner of Scenic Highway 98 and Hutchinson Street in Crystal Beach | 850-337-8860 | www.camillesatcrystalbeach.com 
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te. 


He points to something that’s broken, 
and instead of identifying the real 
problem and proposing a real solution, 
he distracts the public by crying, “See, 
it doesn’t work! Let’s burn the whole 
house down.” And people believe him. 


The reason the U.S. continues to be 
one of the world’s major sources of 
environmental damage is due largely 
to special interest from the same 
uncompromising industries it was 
designed to regulate. Matt Gaetz 
knows this. 


The EPA definitely needs reform. The 
sensible approach would appeal to the 
need for environmental protection on 
state, federal and global levels. Energy 
and manufacturing industries in the 
U.S. need to be held to cleaner, safer 
and more conservative standards, and 
should be willing to evolve their model 
with the smallest footprint possible. 


Individuals should consume less and 
be much more conscientious of their 
environment, which might just lead to 
a more intelligent and compassionate 


society. 
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A Touch of Cheryl Gray || THE ZOO GALLERY 


“You’re never too old to set another goal 
or to dream a new dream.” 


This quote has been attributed to both 
C.S. Lewis and a motivational speaker, 
but it could just as easily have come 
from any woman that has spent most 
of her adult life raising children and 
devoting herself to her family while 
putting her own interests on the back 
burner. 


“This is what I did, and I don’t regret a 
single moment,” says watercolor artist 
Cheryl Gray, whose work is featured 
at the Walton County Coastal Branch 
Library this month. “I love being a mom 
to three, stepmom to two, and now 
grandmother to seven. I find it a high 
calling from God. 


“I believe with all my heart that my 
three children were divinely chosen for 
me to care for, and I have been blessed 
beyond measure for devoting my life to 
their care.” 


Gray’s last little one left the nest for 
school in New York when Gray was 
in her early 50s. Her two girls had 
already left—they’re both married now 
with kids of their own. “I didn’t feel sad 
or depressed when they moved out,” 
says Gray. “I was happy for them, and 
happy to begin the next chapter in my 
own story.” 


She told her husband she wanted to 
learn to paint. “I had never taken an 
art class and never really picked up a 
brush, except for one semester in high 
school,” says Gray. “But I had always 
had a love for the arts and a strong 
desire to pursue this passion.” 


Artist Cheryl Gray is the Walton County 
Coastal Branch Library's Artist of the Month 
for February. 


For Christmas that year, Gray’s 
husband gave Cheryl a year of lessons 
at the South Mississippi Art Alliance. 
“My instructor was Bobby Walters, a 
fantastic watercolor artist,” she says. 
But she almost turned around and 
walked out on her first class. 


“I was expecting a large group, but 
instead it was just three men and 
myself,” says Gray. “And it was obvious 
they had been painting for many, many 
years.” But Gray stuck it out, and her 
classmates were very kind and helpful. 
“I showed up every Tuesday night for 
three years until my husband Steve and 
I moved to Santa Rosa Beach two anda 
half years ago.” 


The simple things inspire Gray’s art. 
“Life isn’t always easy or comfortable, 
but I have learned ‘acceptance with joy,” 
she says. “God loves me, I’m grateful 
for whatever talents or abilities He has 
given me, and I feel truly blessed to be 
able to share the joys and beauty of His 
creation with others through my art.” 


Speaking of, you can see more of Gray’s 
art at cherylgrayart.com and Fine Art 
America. Follow the artist on Instagram 
and Facebook—her social media handle 
is gigiathome. 


The exhibit runs through Feb. 28. The 
library is located at 437 Greenway Trail 
in Santa Rosa Beach. 


since 1979 


Handcrafted 
Jewelry 


One-of-a-Kind 
Artwork 


________ Apparel for Women with Soul___ 
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emerald coast 
theatre company 


Performances 
will be at 


560 Grand Blvd, 


upstairs. 


GRAND SWstOE 
BOULEVARD Community Foundation” 
Sandettia® 


aoa IQ ODERN 
INTERIORS 


Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture 


Ge Ss Ge leae WPS 


Tickets or info, call 850-684-0323 or visit 


EMERALDCOASTTHEATRE.ORG 
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Art 


ART CLASSES & 
WORKSHOPS 


AMUSE ART STUDIO, 1389 N. CR-393, Santa 
Rosa Beach. Drawing and acrylic classes. Call 
850-660-6560 for more info. 


ARTFUL THINGS, 1087 East John Sims Parkway, 
Niceville. Call 850-729-2600 for more info. 


Tuesdays. Oil with Rosalyn O'Grady, 10 
a.m.-noon and 1-3 p.m. Cost is $20 per session 
plus supplies. Call Ros at 850-865-5343. 
rosalynogrady.com. 


Wednesdays. Watercolor with Lou 
Kaunzinger, 10 a.m.-noon. Cost For four-week 
session is $80 plus supplies. Call Lou at 
850-897-1456. 


Thursdays. Landscape Painting with Carol 
Ann Cain, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Costis $25 per session 
plus supplies. Call Carol at 850-543-3575. 
carolanncain.com. 


Fridays. Beginning Head Studies with 
Charlotte Arnold, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Cost is $25 
per session plus supplies. Call Charlotte at 
850-240-7888. CharlotteArnoldFineArt.com. 


Saturdays. Kids’ Drawing with Sarah 
Coleman, 10 a.m.-noon. For ages 11-15. Costis 
$25 per session plus supplies. Call 310-717-4302 
for more info. 


ARTS AND DESIGN SOCIETY (ADSO) Classes 
at the Art Center Gallery, Fort Walton Beach. 
More info at artsdesignsociety.org. 


Mondays and Wednesdays. Clay and 
Pottery Open Studio, 9 a.m.-noon both 
days and 6:30-9 p.m. Mondays. Beginners 
welcome. Cost for morning classes with Pat 
Basque is $12 ($10 for ADSO members). Cost 
for Monday evening class with Marcy Eady is 
$15 ($12 for ADSO members). Materials and 
firing included. 


Tuesdays. Art for Children Ages 6-12, 4-5:30 
p.m. Marcy Eady teaches about the masters 
and their styles using principles of basic 
drawing, painting and sculpture. Media vary 
each week. Cost per month is $70 ($60 for 
ADSO members). All supplies included. 


National Strength. 


Tuesdays. Oil Painting with Dale Gauvin, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Learn the Chiaroscuro technique 
favored by the old masters. Cost is $85 ($70 For 
ADSO members). 


Tuesdays. Open Studio, 7-9:30 p.m. Bring your 
own supplies (except clay—no clay, please) and 
work with other Beachcomberland artists. Cost 
is $7 ($5 for ADSO members). 


Thursdays. Watercolor Painting with Pat 
Farwell, 9:30 a.m.-noon. Beginner through 
advanced. Bring your own supplies—list provided 
in the ADSO office. Cost is $85 per month ($70 
for ADSO members). 


Fridays. Open Studio, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Same 
as Tuesdays, but enter through the ADSO office, 
please. 


Feb. 11. Pen and Ink with a Twist, 10 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Helen Blair puts white ink to black paper. 
Cost is $35 ($30 For ADSO members). Bring 
pencil and paper for practice sketching—all 
other supplies included. Call or visit the ADSO 
website to sign up. 


Feb. 24. Conte Crayon Fish Creation with Kim 
Heartsong, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Use Conte crayon 
charcoals to create a Siamese Fighting Fish with 
light and dark contrasts. Cost is $35 ($30 For 
ADSO members). All supplies provided. Call or 
visit the ADSO website to sign up. 


Feb. 25. Gesture Drawing with Heather 
Clements, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Cost is $45 ($40 
for ADSO members), including live model 


SOUTHERN ROOTS. 


CRI offers responsive, 
personalized service to individuals 
and businesses of all sizes. Our 
professionals provide a wide 
variety of expertise to meet 

your needs. 


Services Include: 
¢ Accounting & 
Auditing 


° Tax Services 
° Consulting 
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CRicpa.com 


FEB. 9-22, 2017 


fee—tips encouraged. Learn the tools of Figure 
drawing to better see, understand and draw 
the figure. Bring your own supplies. Call or 
visit the ADSO website to register and check 
out the supply list. 


\St-v aN Tr 
a Si aX 


March 4. Alter Ego if Clay with Marcy Eady, 
9-11:30 a.m. Make people sculptures using 
textured slabs, then glaze ‘em. Cost is $40 
($35 for ADSO members). All materials and 
firing included. Call or visit the ADSO website 
to sign up. 


EMERALD COAST GALLERY & GIFTS, Destin. 
Call 850-460-8644 to register for classes, and 
visit emeraldcoastartgallery.com for more 
info. 


FULL CIRCLE GALLERY, 29 B Eglin Parkway, 
Fort Walton Beach. Call 850-362-8041 or visit 
Fullcirclefwb.com for more info. 


Thursdays. Pottery a la Carte, 6-8 p.m. Cost 
per session is $35. 


HH ARTS, 100 Beal Parkway SW, Fort Walton 
Beach. Call 850-218-2155 to register or get 
more info. 


THE SHARD SHOP in the Shops of Grayton, 
Grayton Beach. ShardWorx is a new way of 
making art with glass and resin on a painted 
surface. Open Mon.-Sat., 9:15 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Classes daily. Adult classes, 9:30 a.m. All ages 
classes at 11 a.m., 12:45 and 2:15 p.m. Classes 
last about an hour, and all materials are 
provided. Artwork is ready the day after class. 
All skill levels welcome. Adults start at $85, kids 
at $40. Sign up online at ShardShop.com or call 
850-231-0544. 


ART EVENTS 


THROUGH FEB. 17. ARTS AND DESIGN 
SOCIETY (ADSO) MEMBERS ART SHOW AT 
THE ART CENTER GALLERY, FORT WALTON 
BEACH 

The ADSO members showcase work in all 
media and basically just show off their favorite 
stuff. More at artsdesignsociety.org. 


THROUGH FEB. 19. POP-UP ART GALLERY 
AT 560 GRAND BOULEVARD, SANDESTIN 

Over 30 Beachcomberland artists join forces 
to celebrate the Emerald Coast Theatre 
Company's production Bakersfield Mist. 


Performances Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
nights at 7:30, Sunday matinee shows at 2. 
Artists include Melissa Mercer Brown, Lori 
Drew, Cheryl Gray, Mary Hong, Suzanne 
LeLoup-West, Melanie Moore, Joan Vienot 
and Robin Wiesneth. 


THROUGH FEB. 25. JOAN VIENOT AT THE 
FOSTER GALLERY, SANDESTIN 

Vienot is one of 15 artists in the winter 
rotation at the Market Shops gallery managed 
by the Cultural Arts Alliance of Walton County. 
More at joanvienot.com. 


THROUGH FEB. 28. ADSO WINDOW 
GALLERY DISPLAY AT THE ART CENTER 
GALLERY, FORT WALTON BEACH 


The February spotlightshines on multitalented, 
award-winning fine artist Hanna Joensuu. 


THROUGH FEB. 28. FEBRUARY ARTIST OF 
THE MONTH FRED EARL SHIRLEY AT 45 
CENTRAL WINE BAR, SEASIDE 

Retired navy pilot and father of Chef Jim 
Shirley specializes in nautical watercolor 
paintings. More at Fortyfivecentral.com. 


THROUGH FEB. 28. JACQUELINE CAMPBELL 
EXHIBIT AT DESTIN LIBRARY 

Campbell is a self-taught artist and specializes 
in watercolor and oriental brush. Call 
850-837-8572 for more info. 


THROUGH FEB. 28. ARTIST OF THE MONTH 
CHERYL GRAY AT WALTON COUNTY 
COASTAL BRANCH LIBRARY, SANTA ROSA 
BEACH 

Cheryl, who always fills us in on the library's 
featured artists, finally gets her moment in 
the spotlight. More in this issue’s Art Feature. 


FEB. 10-12. FIFTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL BEAUX 
ARTS EXHIBITION AT THE MERIDIAN AT 
WESTWOOD, FORT WALTON BEACH 
Sponsored by the Arts and Design Society, the 
exhibition runs Friday, 5-8 p.m.; Saturday, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m.; and Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Reception 
and silent auction Sunday from 2 to 4 with 
awards at 3:30. FREE and open to the public. 
For more info, visit artsdesignsociety.org or 
phone 850-582-1329. 


FEB. 18. SEASCAPE ART SHOW AND SALE 
AT SEASCAPE CONFERENCE CENTER, 
MIRAMAR BEACH 

Featuring work by local watercolor artist 
and instructor Sharon Long, plus prints, gift 
items, cards and jewelry. Light refreshments 
and artist meet and greets. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Call 
850-240-3220 for more info. 


OPENS FEB. 21. VAN PORTER STUDENT 
ART SHOW AT THE ART CENTER GALLERY, 
FORT WALTON BEACH 

The exhibit of art by students in grades 8-12 
is through March 3. Reception Thursday, Feb. 
23, 5-7 p.m. More info at artsdesignsociety. 
org, or call 850-244-1271. 


Art 


FEB. 22. ADSO LUNCHEON AT THE ART 
CENTER GALLERY, FORT WALTON BEACH 


a 


Local fine and tattoo artist Sam Enriquez 
touches briefly on the history of tattooing, 
which has become a viable and prevalent 
art form. Luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m. and 
costs $12 if you sign up by Feb. 20. After 
that, it’s 15 bucks. Call Risa at 850-376-3901 
or email adsorsvp@gmail.com to make your 
reservation. 


ART GALLERIES | 


ADARO ART is a new gallery with works from 
2015 South Walton Artist of the Year Juan 
Francisco Adaro, as well as other well-known 
local and international artists. Located in the 
Uptown Shops of Grayton on Scenic Highway 
30A next to Another Broken Egg Café. Open 
Tue.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 51-1 Uptown Grayton 
Circle, Grayton Beach, 561- 985-5767. Email 
adaro.art@gmail.com for more info. www. 
adaro.art.com. 


AMUSE ART STUDIO Acrylic paintings, 
watercolors and gifts. Owner and artist Linda 
Barton has a Master’s Degree in Art Education. 
Open 2-6 p.m. daily except Wednesdays. 1389 
N. CR-393, Santa Rosa Beach, 850-660-6560 
or 250-901-0718. Check out more at 
amuseartstudio.com. 


ARTFUL THINGS Original oils, watercolors and 
acrylics, as well as prints and note cards by local 
artists. Art classes, supplies and custom Framing 
available. 1087 John Sims Pkwy., Niceville, 
850-729-2600. www.artfulthings.net. 


ARTS AND DESIGN SOCIETY Features art 
shows by local and regional artists. Open 
afternoons Tuesday through Saturday. Shows 
change monthly. Art classes and workshops in 
various media. 17 First Street SE, Fort Walton 
Beach. 850-244-1271. www.artsdesignsociety. 
org. 


CARA ROY ARTWORKS Florida tropicals, 
watercolors, posters of all kinds, note cards, 
original artworks and gift items. Available at 
Fusion Art Glass Gallery in Seaside and Grand 
Boulevard at Sandestin. www.cararoyartworks. 
com. 


EMERALD COAST GALLERY & GIFTS features a 
plethora of one-of-a-kind paintings, handcrafted 
jewelry, handmade furniture, glass art, prints, 
home décor and gifts From over 30 local and area 
artists. Check online at emeraldcoastartgallery. 
com for classes and workshop schedules. Classes 
are given by gallery owners Claire Gagne and 
Jennifer Viaene and other Featured artists 
in the gallery. Classes include acrylic painting, 
watercolor, mosaic glass and shard glass. Come 
on in and have some fun! Gallery is located 
in the McGuire’s Shopping Plaza in Destin 
between Boca Boutique and McGuire's Sushi. 
850-460-8644. 


FULL CIRCLE GALLERY AND STUDIO is a 
contemporary and inspirational art space. We 


feature the works of regional artists in our 
gallery and offer an array of art classes with 
award-winning artists. We also have Paint 
Your Own Pottery. Come get creative with us! 
Located at 29B Eglin Parkway SE, Fort Walton 
Beach, 850-362-8041. www.fullcirclefwb.com. 


G & CO. GALLERY (formerly Geana's Art Gallery) 
Located in City Market, Destin. An exciting art 
gallery and Full service frame and mirror shop 
offering a large selection of local, regional 
and international artists ranging from local 
photography to original Fine art. Quality and 
value is second to none. We ship worldwide. 
850-650-0779. www.GAndCoGallery.com. 


HH ARTS is a new gallery offering works for sale 
from local artists in all mediums. There are many 
award-winning artists displayed in oil, acrylic, 
encaustic, collage, clay, handmade candles, and 
handmade jewelry designs in glass, leather and 
Victorian style. Studio space available For artists 
at reasonable rates. An outdoor area is also 
available for plein aire painting or classes, with 
lighting and overhead covering. There will be 
classes offered for children and adults. Located at 
100 Beal Parkway SW, Fort Walton Beach (three 
blocks off 98, across From Troy University). Open 
Tue.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. For more info, call 
850-218-2155 and “like” HH Arts on Facebook. 


MARY HONG GALLERY Located next to the 
Shard Shop in the Shops of Grayton. Mary Hong 
is the 2014 South Walton Artist of the Year and 
has been featured in over 10 publications, as 
well as on the Golf Channel’s Morning Drive 
Show and Emeril’s Florida TV show. Mary’s take 
on glass art incorporates the use of repurposed 
glass on painted canvas. She and her team offer 
classes at the Shard Shop located adjacent to her 
gallery. There is an extensive retail section Full 
of thousands of pounds of glorious glass and art 
kits to take your ShardWorx on the go. We host 
parties and team events, too. Gallery is open 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays, noon-5 p.m. 
26 Logan Lane, Grayton Beach, 850-231-1416. 
MaryHongStudio.com. 


MATTIE KELLY ART GALLERIES AT 
NORTHWEST FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE The 
Arts Center Galleries at Northwest Florida State 
College in Niceville encompass two galleries 
showcasing 20 different international, national 
and regional exhibitions yearly, which are 
unique to this region. Viewing hours are Monday 
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sunday, 
1-4 p.m. Visit www.mattiekellyartscenter.org 
or call 850-729-6044. 


THE ZOO GALLERY Created in 1979. Locally 
owned small business. We focus on quality, 
handcrafted work by hardworking artists. 
Our galleries showcase an eclectic range of 
curated artwork from all over the country, a 
jewelry collection like no other, plus unique 
clothing lines For women with soul. We keep a 
sense of wonder. We stand out From the herd. 
Located in Grayton Beach across from the 
Red Bar and in Grand Boulevard at Sandestin. 
#standoutfromtheherd thezoogallery.com 


CALL TO ARTISTS 


Arts and Design Society (ADSO) “Retro Time 
Warp” Show open to all artists in any media. 
Artwork must be inspired by the ‘50s, ‘60s or 
‘70s. Cash awards. Turn-in dates are Saturday, 
March 4, 1-4 p.m., and Monday, March 6, 9 
a.m.-noon. Cost to enter is $35 for two pieces 
($25 for ADSO members). For more info, call 
850-244-1271 or visit artsdesignsociety.org. 
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#BEACHCOMBERDESTIN 


SHARE YOUR PHOTOS AND GET FEATURED HERE! 


@ectheatreco @loridrew @pearls_beach_life 
Our own Bruce Collier stars Sherry Londe and local Doggin' around 
with Teance Blackburn in the art greats celebrate the on the beach. 
new ECTC show. Can't beat it. 


new ECTC show. Go see it! 
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@ninjataters 


@thezoogallery 


@boydsperspective 

Just another chilly Any Fan of author Alicia, wake up and finish 
winter day at Lawrence Block earns an your article For the Feb. 23 

Harborwalk Village. Instagram spot here. issue of Beachcomber! 


instagram.com/beachcomberdestin 
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That’s an excellent question. There is a good chance that the seafood 
you will be offered traveled farther than you did. In the state of Florida, 
even though we are surrounded by water, more than 90% of the 


seafood sold this year will be imported from other countries. 


Throughout the United States, the huge majority of seafood is imported. 
Most of it is mislabeled. Frozen seafood Is sold as “fresh” and imported 
seafood ts sold as “local.” According to Oceana, 93% of fish sold as red 
snapper ts actually some other species. 57% of tuna sold at sushi bars 
throughout the country is not tuna. Most of the tilapia served in this 
country comes from Viet Nam and Thailand and much of it is farmed in 


waters with sewage run-off and the source of feed is pig feces. 


COC eT oeeseceeeeoeeseoeeoeeeeeeeeoLeeeeeE 


One of the first questions people ask when they visit our area 1s 


can we be sure were getting fresh seafood?” 


Harbor Docks has been selling fish through its wholesale market since 
1981. We sell to markets across the United States and Canada. We also 
sell to select restaurants along the Gulf Coast. Harbor Docks contracts 
with over 100 commercial boats to insure that we have an adequate 


supply of fresh fish. 


We invite you to dine at our restaurants — Harbor Docks, in the heart 
of Destin, and Camille’s, overlooking the Gulf in Crystal Beach. But 
we'd also encourage you to try any of the wonderful, independent, local 
restaurants in our area that are committed to serving Florida seafood. 


We know who they are, because we sell them their fish. 


Check our website to find out which restaurants sell certified 


Gulf-to-Table fish from Harbor Docks Seafood Market. 
DESTIN, FL | 850.837.2506 | HARBORDOCKS.COM 


Snapper and Tuna stats: http://oceana.org/en/news-media/publications/reports/oceana-study-reveals-seafood-fraud-nationwide 
Imported seafood stat: http://www.fishwatch.gov/farmed_seafood/outside_the_us.htm 
SEAFOOD & COCKTAILS Tilapia/pig feces: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-10-11/asian-seafood-raised-on-pig-feces-approved-for-u-s-consumers.html 
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Music 


Beachcomber Profiles* — 


| HOMETOWN: Fort Walton Beach. 


PROFESSION: Musician. 


RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS: With 
my band, I’m playing my first show of 
original music Feb. 12 at Downtown 
Cinema Plus in Fort Walton Beach. I 
will be planning more shows of original 
music throughout the southeast. I’m 
really enjoying music and this new 
chapter in my life. 


PROFILE: I’m 41, married and have 
two kids. I grew up loving to sing 
and later learned to play the guitar. I 
joined a band in 1999, and we played 


Bryan Bludworth 


gigs through 2003. I took a break 
from music, then started playing solo 
acoustic gigs in 2013. I am a full-time 
musician playing at AJ’s, Hog’s Breath, 
the Village of Baytowne Wharf, a few 
other venues, and private events. I love 
what I do and hope to continue this 
career throughout my life. Thanks to 
all for the support! 


More at bludworthmusic.com. 


FAVORITE FREE PUBLICATION: 
Beachcomber! 


* Inspired by the late, great Creem 
magazine. 
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DOWNTOWN FT WALTON BEACH 


215 Miracle Strip Pkwy SE Unit #1 


Open Daily at 11 a.m. 


Take Out Available 


950 GULF SHORE DRIVE e 850-837-2247 
WWW.LAPAZDESTIN.COM 


000-244-6666 


FAMILY FRIENDLY ¢ DAILY SPECIALS ¢ LIVE MUSIC * GERMAN FOOD 
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Voices Carry 


By Nikki Hedrick 


Music and singing have always been a focal point 
of Alissa Steffens’ life. Now she’s helping other 
Beachcomberland voices find their way. 


“It started very young,” she says. “I knew very young 
that I wanted to be involved in music.” 


Like many entertainers, her first exposure to 
performing came through church. “I was five 
years old, and I still remember the moment,” says 
Steffens. “They thought it would be cute ifI got up, 
and they handed me the mic and I literally never 
put it down from that point. I started singing all 
over and sang wherever I could.” 


That included actively singing through school, and 
recording her first project at age 17, which helped 
her land a vocal scholarship for college. 


“IT grew up in West Michigan, but I can remember 
being eight and saying, I want to move to Nashville. 
And after college, that’s what I did.” Steffens 
found solid footing in Nashville as a signed singer- 
songwriter, session singer, and BMI employee, 
all the while performing and touring whenever 
possible. 


Beach vacations to our area paved the way for 
Steffens and her family to become permanent Destin 


residents last June. “When I moved here, I really 
wanted to focus on my coaching more,” she says. 


Steffens put performing on hold, but that’s about 
to end. “I’m working on new material and I’m really 
excited to get that out there,” she says, adding that 
writing music is more fun for her these days. 


Whether it is a child looking for a confidence boost, 
or a songwriter whose catalog could use a little 
polishing, Steffens works with each vocal client 
and his or her individual desires. That also means 
they keep her on her toes. “In any given week, I 
have to learn over 100 songs based on the clients 
I have,” she says. 


With over 13 years of vocal coaching experience, 
it is easy to understand why clients are drawn to 
Steffens. She focuses on positivity and helping each 
student put his or her best song forward—working 
with kids and adults, from basics to advanced 
singing concepts. 


“Because I have that business side, I try to have 
the whole package. I teach voice, modern voice, and 
modern performing while helping people focus and 
accomplish goals.” 


Steffens’ main message is to take the dive and go 
after your singing dreams because proper practice 
can make a discernible impact on your skill level. 


FEB. 9-22, 2017 


“Vocal chords are pliable,” she says. “Everyone can 
improve and everyone can grow.” 


To learn more about Steffens and her public 
concerts for voice students, visit SingDestin.com. 
Steffens will present the Best New Artist award 
at the Ninth Ever Beachcomber Music Awards 
Monday, March 6, at Destin’s Funky Blues Shack. 
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Musicians - send your CDs, vinyl and/or cassettes to Beachcomber, P.O. Box 5707, Destin, FL 32540-5707. Email MP3s and streaming links to chris@beachcomberdestin.com. 


Code Orange 
Forever 
Roadrunner Records 


Heavy and ambiguous, Code Orange 
is an untamed animal that doesn’t 
belong to any safe genre classification. 
Sure, the stop-go rhythms, ultra- 
sludgy down-tuned guitars and anger- 
spewed vocals suggest metalcore and 
hardcore, but Forever has surprises. 
The hauntingly dark, bordering-on-pop 
“Ugly” and “dream2” showcase Code 
Orange as fearless experimenters who 
continue to push against expectations. 

- Nikki Hedrick 


Patrick Cunningham 
Prehipstoric 
Independent 


Nothing is off limits on this live comedy 
album. From the potential darker truth 
of beloved movies like Mary Poppins to 
Ice T’s recent career choices, both pop 
culture and personal escapades find their 
way into Cunningham’s set. If a story 
about an overzealous German dominatrix 
with a whip is off-putting to you, this guy 
might not be your cup of tea. But if you 
like comedy that pokes at society’s edges 
with a dash of sexual conquests gone 
wrong, Prehipstoric serves up the laughs. 

- Nikki Hedrick 
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Foals 
What Went Down 
Warner Brothers 


FOALS 


Foals is yet another band riding the 
new wave of “art rock”—alt rock spiced 
with bits of other genres. This album 
channels ‘80s and ‘90s Britpop (think 
Pet Shop Boys, Tears for Fears, Human 
League) along with some Radiohead- 
inspired etherealism and enough heavy 
synth beats to drum up memories of 
Fat Boy Slim. The compelling beats 
drive the title track, which may be the 
album’s best, though “Mountain at 
My Gate” and “A Knife in the Ocean” 
are also strong contenders. Definitely 
worth a listen. 

- Joni Williams 


HighTest 
So What 
Independent 


This funky rock band from Tallahassee 
is bound to get you moving. Smooth 
hooks and soul to spare—they 
blend jazz elements with modern 
sensibilities. So What is a debut EP 
from a new regional project, and I 
hope this isn’t the last I’ve heard from 
HighTest. 

- Nikki Hedrick 


FINGA FAYA 


PERFORMING LIVE 


at the Ninth Ever. 


~ BeachcomberiMlusic Awards 
Monday, March 6 


at the New,Funky/ Blues) Shack. in, Destin 
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Anne Queffelec 
Entrez Dans La Danse 
Mirare 


NTREZ DANS LA DANSE... 
_—ANNE QUEFFELEC 


3 —o re = 
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~ 
CEUVRES Qe pouvend HAHN, RAVEL SCHMITT. 


It ain’t Valentine’s Day ‘til the French 
are heard from. Parisian pianist 
Queffelec presents 24 tracks, all dance- 
themed, by Poulenc, Satie, Debussy, 
Ravel, Massenet, Faure and other 
composers. Her approach is precise, 
leisurely, joyous, and, well, romantic. 
This is one of the “official” records of 
La Folie Journee classical music festival 
in Nantes. The album cover, depicting 
1940s occupied Paris, sports a Lauren 
Bacall-ish beauty under the suspicious 
gaze of a German soldier. Can Bogart 
be far away? 

- Bruce Collier 


Layla Ramezan 

Plays 100 Years of Iranian Piano 
Music 

Paraty 


Layla Ramezan plays 100 Years of Iranian Piano Music 


a eF 
I didn’t intend this as a political 
gesture when I chose this album to 
review, but it could be taken as such. 
Tehran native Ramezan has studied in 
large part in France and Switzerland. 
Her 18-track playlist is made up of 
works by Iranian composers born 
between 1928 and 1958. The liner 
notes say most learned their craft in 
France and Austria, “but some also 
studied in the United States.” The 
music has a European style, with some 
dissonance and jazz-like passages that 
may make you think of Satie and even 
more recent composers like Mingus 
or Jarrett. 

- Bruce Collier 


Run the Jewels 
Run the Jewels 3 
Mass Appeal Records 


SAVY) pe, 
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Killer Mike and El-P continue to 
write the rules for making prophetic, 
political rap. Their latest elevates what 
makes Run the Jewels special—they 
make intensely powerful, energizing 
music that refuses to cower to the 
large-scale cultural divisiveness they 
confront. RTJ3 packs punches that 
serve as calls to action and plans 
for survival in a time of widespread 
tyranny. The dynamic production 
matches the ferocity of the message, 
commanding our attention and igniting 
our motivation. RTJ3 is for the people, 
and it feels like a vital gift. 

- Jane Morgan 


Elvin Bishop, Elvin Bishop’s Big Fun Trio 

David Bowie, Live Nassau Coliseum '76 
(Also on Vinyl) 

Sallie Ford, Soul Sick 

Jesca Hoop, Memories Are Now 
(Also on Vinyl) 

Kris Kristofferson, The Austin Sessions 
(Expanded Edition) (Also on Vinyl) 

Lupe Fiasco, DROGAS Light 

Overkill, The Grinding Wheel 

Chuck Prophet, Bobby Fuller Died for Your 
Sins 

The Sadies, Northern Passages 

Thievery Corporation, Temple of | & | 
(Also on Vinyl) 

Fifty Shades Darker (Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack) 


2 4 
Ryan Admas, Prisoner 
Alison Krauss, Windy City 
Nikki Lane, Highway Queen 
Jens Lekman, Life Will See You Now 
The Orwells, Terrible Human Beings 
Robert Randolph & the Family Band, Got 
Soul 
Son Volt, Notes of Blue 
Charlie Wilson, /n /E to Win It 
Pegi Young & the Survivors, Raw 


Sources: pauseandplay.com, allmusic.com 


Live Music 


Musicians and venues: Email chris@beachcomberdestin.com to have your gigs listed here. 


THURSDAY, FEB. 9 


AJ'S OYSTER SHANTY, Okaloosa Island 
BT TURNER, 6 p.m. 


CAMILLE’S, Destin 
DEAN SADOWSKI, 3-5 p.m. 


CUVEE DESTIN, Destin 
SPACE JUNKIE, 8 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 850-424-6650 
POST PLUTO, 9 p.m. 


GROWLER GARAGE, Santa Rosa Beach 
MAX McCANN with FUNKY TED, 5-8 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin 
BRYAN BLUDWORTH, 5-9 p.m. 


LA PLAYA, Santa Rosa Beach 
FORREST WILLIAMS BAND, 7-10 p.m. 
Ladies Night 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
HOWLIN’ JACK, 5 p.m. 


OLD FLORIDA FISH HOUSE, Seagrove Beach 
CHUCK LAWSON, 5-7 p.m. 


THE RED BAR, Grayton Beach, 850-231-1008 
RED BAR JAZZ BAND, 5:30-10 p.m. 


REDD’S FUELING STATION, Santa Rosa 
Beach 
REDD, THE SINGING BARTENDER 


RUTH'S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE, Destin, 
www.RuthChrisDestin.com 
MICHAEL J THOMAS, 6-9 p.m. 


SALTWATER GRILL, Panama City Beach, 
www.saltwatergrillpcb.com 
MICHAEL RORAH 


SEAGAR’S, Sandestin, 
www.SeagarsDestin.com 
RAY HITCHELL, 6-9 p.m. 


FRIDAY, FEB. 10 


AJ'S OYSTER SHANTY, Okaloosa Island 
BRYAN BLUDWORTH, 6-10 p.m. 


BRIC A BRAC, Destin 
JONES & COMPANY 


CUVEE DESTIN, Destin 
SPACE JUNKIE, 8 p.m. 


DOC’S OYSTER BAR, Valparaiso 
BT TURNER, 7 p.m. 


FOKKER’S PUB, Fort Walton Beach, 
850-244-6666 
JORDAN BALLANTYNE, 6-10 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 850-424-6650 
BOUKOU GROOVE, 10 p.m. 


GROWLER GARAGE, Santa Rosa Beach 
BRENT LOPER, 5-8 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin 
JIM COUCH, 5-9 p.m. 
MODERATE CHOP, 9 p.m.-1 a.m. 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
JON COWART, 5 p.m. 


MODICA MARKET, Seaside, 
www.modicamarket.com 
THE STEENOS, 5-7 p.m. 


THE RED BAR, Grayton Beach, 
850-231-1008 
RED BAR JAZZ BAND, 5:30-10 p.m. 


RUTH'S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE, Destin, 
www.RuthChrisDestin.com 
MICHAEL J THOMAS, 6-9 p.m. 


SALTWATER GRILL, Panama City Beach, 
www-.saltwatergrillpcb.com 
MICHAEL RORAH 


SEAGAR’S, Sandestin, 
www.SeagarsDestin.com 
RAY HITCHELL, 6-10 p.m. 


30A SONGWRITER MUSIC AND COFFEE, 
Santa Rosa Beach, 
www.30asongwriterradio.com 

Friday Night Originals, 7-9 p.m. 


TWISTED GRAPE CAFE & WINE BAR, 
Shalimar, 850-651-5100 

BENGHAZI GRESHAM, 5-9 p.m. 
Congratulations to the first-time Beachcomber 
Music Award nominee. Gresham is up for Best 
Bassist at the Ninth Ever. 


SATURDAY, FEB. 11 


BRIC A BRAC, Destin 
COCONUT RADIO, 6 p.m. 


CUVEE DESTIN, Destin 
SPACE JUNKIE, 8 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 
850-424-6650 
NEW EARTH ARMY, 10 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin 
BO ADAMS, 6-10 p.m. 


LUCY BUFFETT’S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
JON COWART, 5 p.m. 


THE RED BAR, Grayton Beach, 850-231-1008 
RED BAR JAZZ BAND, 5:30-10 p.m. 


REDD’S FUELING STATION, Santa Rosa 
Beach 
REDD, THE SINGING BARTENDER 


RUTH'S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE, Destin, 
www.RuthChrisDestin.com 
MICHAEL J THOMAS, 6-9 p.m. 


SALTWATER GRILL, Panama City Beach, 
www.saltwatergrillpcb.com 
MICHAEL RORAH 


SEAGAR’S, Sandestin, 
www.SeagarsDestin.com 
RAY HITCHELL, 6-10 p.m. 


SUNDAY, FEB. 12 


AJ'S, Destin 
JONES & COMPANY, 4-8 p.m. 


AJ'S OYSTER SHANTY, Okaloosa Island 
BRYAN BLUDWORTH, 6-10 p.m. 


CAMILLE’S, Destin 
DEAN SADOWSKI, 10 a.m.-Noon 


oe 


Live Music Review 


Rust and Gold 


Trebeache, Santa Rosa Beach 


It’s easy to see why Nick Turner 
is drawn to prolific songwriter 
Neil Young, whose career spans 
generations. Turner embraces 
Young’s signature vocal style, and 
with Scott Rockwood, Dan Hall and 
Roberto Padron, pays homage to 
Young in the Rust and Gold band. 


In the elegant upstairs Trebeache 
ballroom, surrounded by twinkling 
chandeliers, every seat was claimed 
on a recent January evening. Drinks 
flowed and small, divine-smelling 
plates arrived from the kitchen as the 
music held the spotlight. 


As I made my way to the front of the 
stage for a quick round of photos, 
I was tapped on the arm. A polite 
question was posed—“Where are they 
from?” When I explained we claim 
them as their own—they’re locals— 
my answer was met with disbelief. 


It’s understandable. Turner recruited 
top-notch musicians to pull off this 
new project. Together, they are strong 
and cohesive, as if they have been 
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Photo by Nikki Hedrick. 


playing under this project longer than 
a few months. 


This is largely because Turner 
has long been performing Young’s 
songs—his love for them is evident. 
Between songs, Turner shared how 
he’d been playing Young since he was 
a teenager and how the songs played 
a vibrant role during pivotal parts of 
his life. He approached each song 
with a certain reverence and respect 
that echoed through the room. 


If audience response is an indicator, 
this was far from the last Rust 
and Gold performance. Applause 
and enthusiasm for more popular 
Young tunes were punctuated by the 
occasional camera flash. 


In a world that sometimes focuses on 
the latest trends instead of substance, 
it is promising to sit in a packed room 
honoring a master songwriter. 


Discover more at rustandgoldband. 


com. 
- Nikki Hedrick 
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DOWNTOWN CINEMA PLUS, 
Fort Walton Beach 
BRYAN BLUDWORTH, 2 p.m. 


RUTH'S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE, Destin, 
www.RuthChrisDestin.com 
MICHAEL J THOMAS, 6-9 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 850-424-6650 
MATT McCARTY'’s Jazz Jam, 7-10 p.m. 

The Beachcomber Music Award nominee brings 
back the jam. More info at facebook.com/ 
MattsJazzJam. 


GREEN DOOR MUSIC HALL, 
Fort Walton Beach 
Open Mic Night, 8 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin 
ROB ROMANS, 5-9 p.m. 


LOCAL CATCH, Santa Rosa Beach 
FORREST WILLIAMS BAND, 4-7 p.m. 
Sunday Funday 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
GRITS ‘N PIECES, 5 p.m. 


THE MARKET SHOPS, Sandestin 

RON ADAMS - Shadow of the King and THE 
MEMPHIS ECHOES, 1-3 p.m. 

FREE Winter Concert Series 


McGUIRE’S IRISH PUB, Destin 
HOPE GIVEN, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 


THE RED BAR, Grayton Beach, 850-231-1008 
DREAD CLAMPITT, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 


STINKY’S FISH CAMP, Santa Rosa Beach 
THE STEENOS with FRANKO “WASHBOARD” 
JACKSON, 11 a.m. 


TREBEACHE, Santa Rosa Beach 
BILL GARRETT — “SMILIN’” FRITZ FROESCHNER, 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. 


MONDAY, FEB. 13 


BELLA SERA, HarborWalk Village, Destin 
MATT McCARTY QUINTET with DAVID 
SEERING, 6-9 p.m. 


SALTWATER GRILL, Panama City Beach, 
www.saltwatergrillpcb.com 
MICHAEL RORAH 


SEAGAR’S, Sandestin, 
www.SeagarsDestin.com 
RAY HITCHELL, 6-9 p.m. 


SWIZZLE STICK LOUNGE, 
Okaloosa Island 
BILL GARRETT, 8 p.m.-Midnight 


30A SONGWRITER MUSIC AND COFFEE, 
Santa Rosa Beach, 
www.30asongwriterradio.com 

Open Mic Live, 7-10 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, FEB. 15 


AJ'S OYSTER SHANTY, Okaloosa Island 
Karaoke with TIM MORINELLI, 7-11 p.m. 


CRAB ISLAND CANTINA, HarborWalk 
Village, CrablslandCantina.com 
BT TURNER, 4 p.m. 


CUVEE DESTIN, Destin 
SPACE JUNKIE, 8 p.m. 


FOKKER’S PUB, Fort Walton Beach, 
850-244-6666 
PARADISE BAYOU, 6-10 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 
850-424-6650 
CONTINUUM, 9 p.m. 


GREEN DOOR MUSIC HALL, 

Fort Walton Beach 

Wailin’ Blues Wednesdays Starring FINGA 
FAYA, 8 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin, 
www.hogsbreath.com/destin 
JORDAN BALLENTYNE, 5-9 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 850-424-6650 
GROUP THERAPY, 9 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin 
JASON FINDLEY, 5-9 p.m. 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
JUSTIN YAWN, 5 p.m. 


TUESDAY, FEB. 14 


AJ'S, Destin 
BANJORAMA, 4 p.m. 


AJ'S ON THE BAYOU, Fort Walton Beach 
Karaoke with TIM MORINELLI, 6-9 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 
850-424-6650 
THE GOOD LOOKINGS, 9 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin, 
www.hogsbreath.com/destin 
BRANDON DAY, 5-9 p.m. 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
HOWLIN’ JACK, 5 p.m. 


REDD'S FUELING STATION, 


Santa Rosa Beach 
REDD, THE SINGING BARTENDER 
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LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
RONNIE PRESLEY, 5 p.m. 


THE RED BAR, Grayton Beach, 
850-231-1008 
RED BAR JAZZ BAND, 5:30-10 p.m. 


REDD’S FUELING STATION, 

Santa Rosa Beach 

Singer-Songwriter Open Mic Hosted by 
CHRISTIAN MAYES 


RUTH'S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE, Destin, 
www.RuthChrisDestin.com 

MICHAEL J THOMAS, 6-9 p.m. 

JONES & COMPANY, 6-9 p.m. (Courtyard) 


SALTWATER GRILL, Panama City Beach, 
www.saltwatergrillpcb.com 
MICHAEL RORAH 


SEAGAR’S, Sandestin, 
www.SeagarsDestin.com 
RAY HITCHELL, 6-9 p.m. 


30A SONGWRITER MUSIC AND COFFEE, 
Santa Rosa Beach, 
www.30asongwriterradio.com 

TED ROCKET Radio Program, 7-8 p.m. 


THE TIPSY PIG, Fort Walton Beach 
BRANDON DAY, 7 p.m. 
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THURSDAY, FEB. 16 


AJ'S OYSTER SHANTY, Okaloosa Island 
BT TURNER, 7 p.m. 


CAMILLE’S, Destin 
DEAN SADOWSKI, 3-5 p.m. 


CUVEE DESTIN, Destin 
SPACE JUNKIE, 8 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 
850-424-6650 
POST PLUTO, 9 p.m. 


GROWLER GARAGE, Santa Rosa Beach 
MAX McCANN with FUNKY TED, 5-8 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin 
BRYAN BLUDWORTH, 5-9 p.m. 


LA PLAYA, Santa Rosa Beach 
FORREST WILLIAMS BAND, 7-10 p.m. 
Ladies Night 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU'’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
HOWLIN’ JACK, 5 p.m. 


OLD FLORIDA FISH HOUSE, Seagrove Beach 
CHUCK LAWSON, 5-7 p.m. 


THE RED BAR, Grayton Beach, 850-231-1008 
RED BAR JAZZ BAND, 5:30-10 p.m. 


REDD’S FUELING STATION, Santa Rosa 
Beach 
REDD, THE SINGING BARTENDER 


RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE, Destin, 
www.RuthChrisDestin.com 
MICHAEL J THOMAS, 6-9 p.m. 


SALTWATER GRILL, Panama City Beach, 
www.saltwatergrillpcb.com 
MICHAEL RORAH 


SEAGAR’S, Sandestin, 
www.SeagarsDestin.com 
RAY HITCHELL, 6-9 p.m. 


FRIDAY, FEB. 17 


AJ'S OYSTER SHANTY, Okaloosa Island 
BRYAN BLUDWORTH, 6-10 p.m. 


BRIC A BRAC, Destin 
JONES & COMPANY 


CUVEE DESTIN, Destin 
SPACE JUNKIE, 8 p.m. 


DOC’S OYSTER BAR, Valparaiso 
BT TURNER, 7 p.m. 


FOKKER’S PUB, Fort Walton Beach, 
850-244-6666 
JORDAN BALLANTYNE, 6-10 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 850-424-6650 
FORREST WILLIAMS BAND, 10 p.m. 


GROWLER GARAGE, Santa Rosa Beach 
SCOTT ROCKWOOD with SHAWN HARTUNG, 
5-8 p.m. 

Congrats to Best Guitarist nominee Rockwood. 
See you at the Ninth Ever Beachcomber Music 
Awards Monday, March 6. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin, 
www.hogsbreath.com/destin 
JIM COUCH, 5-9 p.m. 
CADILLAC WILLY, 9 p.m.-1 a.m. 


LUCY BUFFETT’S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
ADAM HOLT, 5 p.m. 


MODICA MARKET, Seaside, 
www.modicamarket.com 
THE STEENOS, 5-7 p.m. 


THE RED BAR, Grayton Beach, 850-231-1008 
RED BAR JAZZ BAND, 5:30-10 p.m. 


RUTH'S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE, Destin, 
www.RuthChrisDestin.com 
MICHAEL J THOMAS, 6-9 p.m. 


SALTWATER GRILL, Panama City Beach, 
www.saltwatergrillpcb.com 
MICHAEL RORAH 


SEAGAR'S, Sandestin, www.SeagarsDestin.com 
RAY HITCHELL, 6-10 p.m. 


30A SONGWRITER MUSIC AND COFFEE, 
Santa Rosa Beach, www.30asongwriterradio. 
com 

Friday Night Originals, 7-9 p.m. 


ae 


Beachcomberland 
Musicians 


RON ADAMS 
American Music Entertainer 
www.ronadamsentertainment.com 


CADILLAC WILLY 
Rock/Jam/Cover Band 
www.cadillacwilly.com 


AUSTIN JENNINGS 
Pop/Acoustic/Soul 
www.reverbnation.com/austinjennings 


KICKSTAND JENNY 
Rock 
www.kickstandjenny.com 


MATT McCARTY QUINTET 
Jazz 
mattmccarty.com 


NEW EARTH ARMY 
Blues/Rock/Funk 
theneweartharmy.net 


THE RIPS 
Surfy Roots Rock 
theripstunes.com 


DEAN SADOWSKI 
Beach/Country/Classic Rock 
deansadowski@yahoo.com 


SCHATZI + THE STRING BOFFIN 
Folked-up Prog Rock 
www.SNTSB.com 


STRANGE TANG 
Hip-Hop/Alternative Rap 
www.iheartstrangetang.com 


SWAY JAH VU 
Reggae/Rock 
www.swayjahvu.com 


BT TURNER 
Tropical Rock/Country 
Facebook.com/BTTurnerMusic 


IF you'd like to be listed here, please email 
chris@beachcomberdestin.com. 


Live Music 


AJ'S OYSTER SHANTY, Okaloosa Island 
BRYAN BLUDWORTH, 6-10 p.m. 


BRIC A BRAC, Destin 
COCONUT RADIO, 6 p.m. 


CRAB ISLAND CANTINA, HarborWalk 
Village, CrablslandCantina.com 
BT TURNER, 4 p.m. 


CUVEE DESTIN, Destin 
SPACE JUNKIE, 8 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin 
CONTINUUM, 10 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin 
BO ADAMS, 6-10 p.m. 


LAGERHEADS, Navarre Beach 
BT TURNER, 6 p.m. 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
ADAM HOLT, 5 p.m. 


THE RED BAR, Grayton Beach, 
850-231-1008 
RED BAR JAZZ BAND, 5:30-10 p.m. 


REDD’S FUELING STATION, Santa Rosa 
Beach 
REDD, THE SINGING BARTENDER 


RUTH'S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE, Destin, 
www.RuthChrisDestin.com 
MICHAEL J THOMAS, 6-9 p.m. 


SALTWATER GRILL, Panama City Beach, 
www.saltwatergrillpcb.com 
MICHAEL RORAH 


SEAGAR'’S, Sandestin, 
www.SeagarsDestin.com 
RAY HITCHELL, 6-10 p.m. 


TWISTED GRAPE CAFE & WINE BAR, 
Shalimar, 850-651-5100 
JOE WEISS, 6-9 p.m. 


SUNDAY, FEB. 19 


AJ’S, Destin 
JONES & COMPANY, 4-8 p.m. 


AJ'S ON THE BAYOU, Fort Walton Beach 
BT TURNER, 4 p.m. 


AJ'S OYSTER SHANTY, Okaloosa Island 
BRYAN BLUDWORTH, 6-10 p.m. 


CAMILLE’S, Destin 
DEAN SADOWSKI, 10 a.m.-Noon 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 
850-424-6650 
MATT McCARTY'’s Jazz Jam, 7-10 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin 
ROB ROMANS, 5-9 p.m. 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
TBA 


THE MARKET SHOPS, Sandestin 
CHUCK LAWSON, 1-3 p.m. 
FREE Winter Concert Series 


McGUIRE’S IRISH PUB, Destin 
HOPE GIVEN, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 


THE RED BAR, Grayton Beach, 
850-231-1008 
DREAD CLAMPITT, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 


STINKY’S FISH CAMP, Santa Rosa Beach 
THE STEENOS with FRANKO “WASHBOARD” 
JACKSON, 11 a.m. 


TREBEACHE, Santa Rosa Beach 
BILL GARRETT — “SMILIN’” FRITZ FROESCHNER, 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. 


MONDAY, FEB. 20 


BELLA SERA, HarborWalk Village, Destin 
MATT McCARTY QUINTET with DAVID 
SEERING, 6-9 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 
850-424-6650 
GROUP THERAPY, 9 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin 
JASON FINDLEY, 5-9 p.m. 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
PAUL ROUSCH, 5 p.m. 


VILLAGE BAPTIST CHURCH, Destin 

DAVID SEERING & FRIENDS, 7 p.m. 

The Beachcomber Music Award winner performs 
his annual benefit concert for Children in Crisis 
with special guests Amanda Holmes, Crystal 
Gage and Sputzy. Tickets are $25—call 
850-864-4242. 


TUESDAY, FEB. 21 


AJ'S, Destin 
BANJORAMA, 4 p.m. 


AJ'S ON THE BAYOU, Fort Walton Beach 
Karaoke with TIM MORINELLI, 6-9 p.m. 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 
850-424-6650 
THE GOOD LOOKINGS, 9 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin, 
www.hogsbreath.com/destin 
BRANDON DAY, 5-9 p.m. 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
PAUL ROUSCH, 5 p.m. 


REDD’S FUELING STATION, Santa Rosa 
Beach 
REDD, THE SINGING BARTENDER 


RUTH'S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE, Destin, 
www.RuthChrisDestin.com 
MICHAEL J THOMAS, 6-9 p.m. 


SALTWATER GRILL, Panama City Beach, 
www.saltwatergrillpcb.com 
MICHAEL RORAH 


SEAGAR'’S, Sandestin, 
www.SeagarsDestin.com 
RAY HITCHELL, 6-9 p.m. 


SWIZZLE STICK LOUNGE, Okaloosa Island 
BILL GARRETT, 8 p.m.-Midnight 


30A SONGWRITER MUSIC AND 
COFFEE, Santa Rosa Beach, 
www.30asongwriterradio.com 
Open Mic Live, 7-10 p.m. 


THE TIPSY PIG, Fort Walton Beach 
BRYAN BLUDWORTH, 7-11 p.m. 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S, Destin, 
lulubuffett.com/destin 
PAUL ROUSCH, 5 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22 


AJ'S OYSTER SHANTY, Okaloosa Island 
Karaoke with TIM MORINELLI, 7-11 p.m. 


THE RED BAR, Grayton Beach, 850-231-1008 
RED BAR JAZZ BAND, 5:30-10 p.m. 


CRAB ISLAND CANTINA, 
HarborWalk Village, 
CrablslandCantina.com 
BT TURNER, 4 p.m. 


REDD’S FUELING STATION, Santa Rosa 
Beach 

Singer-Songwriter Open Mic Hosted by 
CHRISTIAN MAYES 


CUVEE DESTIN, Destin 
SPACE JUNKIE, 8 p.m. 


RUTH'S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE, Destin, 
www.RuthChrisDestin.com 

MICHAEL J THOMAS, 6-9 p.m. 

JONES & COMPANY, 6-9 p.m. (Courtyard) 


FOKKER’S PUB, Fort Walton Beach, 
850-244-6666 
PARADISE BAYOU, 6-10 p.m. 


SALTWATER GRILL, Panama City Beach, 
www.saltwatergrillpcb.com 
MICHAEL RORAH 


FUNKY BLUES SHACK, Destin, 
850-424-6650 
CONTINUUM, 9 p.m. 


SEAGAR'’S, Sandestin, 
www.SeagarsDestin.com 
RAY HITCHELL, 6-9 p.m. 


GREEN DOOR MUSIC HALL, 

Fort Walton Beach 

Wailin’ Blues Wednesdays Starring FINGA FAYA, 
8 p.m. 


30A SONGWRITER MUSIC AND 
COFFEE, Santa Rosa Beach, 
www.30asongwriterradio.com 

TED ROCKET Radio Program, 7-8 p.m. 


HOG’S BREATH, Destin, 
www.hogsbreath.com/destin 
AUSTIN JENNINGS, 5-9 p.m. 


JOIN US IN SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS 


FAIR WAYS 


FOR*WARRIORS 
fairwaysforwarriors.org 


Fairways for Warriors 
Supporting combat 


wounded warriors by 
using the game of golf. 


PERFORMING LIVE 


at the Ninth Ever 
Beachcomber Music Awards 
Monday, March 6 


at the New Funky Blues Shack in Destin 


SelectedSHORTS ‘gyepceem 


Let us tell you a story. ————— 


Selected Shorts 
presents some of 
the best-loved 
selections of classic 
and contemporary 


Let us tell you a story 


SUNDAYS 
0-6 PM 


on WUWEF 88.1FM 
or wuwf.org. 


Learn more 
and find the 
full list of 
WUWE 
programs at 
wuwf.org/ 
programs. 


short fiction, read 
by acclaimed screen 
and theater actors 
and recorded live at 
Peter Norton 
Symphony Space in 
New York City. 


ix» 
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Prepare to Go “Mad” for Wine Women & Shoes 


In the heart of winter, Feb. 17-19, 
hundreds of fun-loving ladies and gents 
plan to go absolutely mad as hatters all 
along the Emerald Coast. 


And you can, too. Plan to don your 
favorite hat and escape down the rabbit 
hole into a fairytale world filled with 
curious wonder at the Wine Women 
& Shoes event themed “Mad Hatters’ 
Garden Party.” 


The fifth annual must-not-miss charity 
extravaganza is an artful weekend- 
long celebration of wine, fashion, 
food and fun benefiting Sinfonia Gulf 
Coast—the only fully professional non- 
profit orchestra on the Emerald Coast 
founded in 2005 by music and artistic 
director Demetrius Fuller. 


Wine Women & Shoes is one of the 
fastest-growing event series in the 
country. Elaine Honig, a scion of the 
prominent California wine producing 
family, created the event, which was 
inspired by the classic country ballad 
“Wine, Women and Song.” Now in its 11th 
year, the Wine Women & Shoes team has 
produced more than 220 events, which 
have helped raise more than $37 million 
for various nonprofits nationwide. 


Demetria McNeese of Destin was 
instrumental in connecting Sinfonia 
Gulf Coast to the Wine Women & Shoes 
event in Northwest Florida. She chaired 
it for the first couple of years and now 
sits on the planning committee. A 
dynamic entrepreneur and patron of 
the arts, McNeese wears many hats. 


She is president and founder of McNeese 
Distributing, a North Florida-based 
wine distributor of small production 
boutique wines, and vice president 
of McNeese Title, LLC. Thanks to 
McNeese, both companies are longtime 
supporters of the event. 


As is tradition, the festive weekend 
kicks off Friday, Feb. 17, with a stellar 
series of seven Vintner Dinners held 
in luxury homes, hotels and upscale 
restaurants along the Northwest 
Florida Gulf coast beginning at 6 p.m. 


This event is a favorite for this hostess. 
“It’s just so much fun to introduce 
neighbors and friends,” says McNeese. 
“There are probably 20 couples who 
have met at my house and have become 
dear friends and it’s all as a result of 
Wine Women & Shoes. It’s fun to share 
an evening with like minds who also 
want to support their community and 
who love to enjoy good wine and food 
and...fellowship.” 


The fun factor steps up on Saturday 
with Bubbles, Brews & Culinary Qs, 
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presented by Smileology and held at 
the Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort 
& Spa. Guests can sip sparkling wines 
at the Bubbles Bar, locally crafted 
micro brews and ales by Grayton Beer 
Company, and tuck into delicious 
barbecue-inspired light bites while 
enjoying live music performed by 
Beachcomber Music Awards Hall of 
Famers Dread Clampitt. 


On Sunday afternoon, “sole sisters” 
and “sole mates” kick up their heels 
at the Hilton during the Signature 
Event, which has become the see- 
and-be-seen soiree of the season. 
The lively event—filled with wine and 
food tastings, retail shopping and live 
music performances—centers on a 
high-energy fashion show by Today’s 
Boutique and crescendos with a live 
auction of high-end lots of reserve 
wine, artful excursions, luxury travel 
trips and the like. 


McNeese assures there are “fresh 
surprises” each year. New this year is 
a Shoe Box Pull. For a $50 donation, 
you can select a wrapped shoebox 
filled with something fabulous valued 
between $50 and $1,000. Also debuting 
this year is a treasure trove of national 
retailers who are venturing to the 
coast to sell their boutique wares at 
the event. 


A “best shoe” contest is a kick each 
year, but this year in keeping with 
the “Mad Hatter” theme, the crowning 
glory just may be the “best hat” 
competition. 


As passionate as she is about wine, 
McNeese is even more so about 
children and education, which is 
at the heart of the event’s charity. 
Before relocating to the Gulf Coast 
she ran a music production company 
in Nashville, where she witnessed the 
power of music firsthand. 


“T saw how music has helped children, 
and I saw kids turn to music as a safe 
harbor,” she says. “Sinfonia’s music 
education programs ties into my 
passion and desire to keep music in 
the schools. I support a lot of causes, 
but there’s none that I give the time 
and attention that I give Sinfonia. It’s 
that important to me.” 


Don’t worry if you have the urge to “go 
mad” at Wine Women & Shoes. As the 
Mad Hatter told Alice, “The best of us 
usually are!” 


For more info and to purchase tickets 
for any and all Wine Women & Shoes 
events, visit SinfoniaGulfCoast.org or 
call 850-460-8800. 

- Zandra Wolfgram 
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Wine Women & Shoes' Signature Event will center on a high-energy Fashion show by 
Today's Boutique. 
Photo by Matt Stone. 


Grants were presented at the Okaloosa Arts Alliance’s recent Wine Tasting event at the 
Twisted Grape Wine Bar in Shalimar. The OAA awarded $1,000 grants to Children in Crisis 
for a special arts day, and the Emerald Coast Theatre Company for after school theater 
classes. From left—OAA executive director Amy Baty, Sherry Londe from ECTC, and OAA 
treasurer Susan Kneller. 


Photo by Jean Dutton. 
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They’re Crafty 


It’s evolved into a yearly tradition 
and event that’s eagerly anticipated 
by vendors and residents alike, but 
Destin’s Spring Craft Show started 
out as just a small exhibit of wood 
carvings and paintings created by 
artist groups working out of the Destin 
Community Center, says Lisa Firth, 
the center’s Deputy Recreation and 
Parks Director. 


“So I thought, Oh, let’s display what 
you guys do, so we had a small art 
show,” says Firth. “Then they started 
wanting to buy the wood carvings and 
the paintings and they were like, Can 
we Sell them? Then we had people who 
wanted to sell other things like jewelry 
and stuff, so I’m like, Okay, why don’t 
we just have a craft show?” 


Word soon spread and attracted 
artisans from across Northwest Florida 
who work with everything from fabric 
and pine needles to jewelry and glass. 
With the influx of Snowbirds and little 
competition from other events during 
the down season, large crowds are 
expected. In fact, as of February 1, 
only nine of the 74 vendor booths 
were still available, says Firth. She 
estimates about three quarters of the 
vendors sign up year after year. 


Now in its ninth year, the Spring 
Craft Show 2017 will be held from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, Feb. 17, and 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 18. Nearly 
every available nook and cranny at 
the center, located at 101 Stahlman 
Avenue, will be filled with vendors 
selling everything from handcrafted 
jewelry, fused glass and honey to key 
chains, shadow boxes, handcrafted 
shirts and wooden trays and carvings. 


Destin resident Dianne Carpenter has 
had a booth at the fair every year since 
its inception, selling holiday décor and 
pre-made silk floral arrangements, as 
well as taking any custom orders that 
come her way. Like most of the vendors 
there, Carpenter’s business started 
out as a hobby to make gifts for family 
and friends. “I had so much fun with 
it and I didn’t want to stop doing it,” 
she says, so she responded to a call for 
vendors for the first craft fair in 2008. 


“I do get a lot of repeat customers. They 
come in and look for me, and if I don’t 
have what they want, they tell me what 
they want and we take it from there.” 


At press time, Jana Baldwin was in the 
process of closing her store All Things 
Girlfriend, located on Main Street 
in Destin. She shared the business, 
along with a booth at the craft show, 


Author Rachel Gripp 


with business partner Carol Musso of 
CSide Jewelry & Design. 


At the craft show, Musso will be selling 
items from the shuttered store, including 
yarn and pearl, leather and crystal 
jewelry “and handing out coupons for 
additional discounts for things that were 
not sold in the store, which we have 
moved to our warehouse,” says Baldwin. 


The former All Things Girlfriend location 
will undergo some changes and is set 
to reopen March 1 as Coastal Stitches. 
New owner Michele VanGaan will have 
such offerings as quilting and knitting 
materials and fabrics, and offer a wide 
variety of classes. 


Meanwhile, local author Rachel Gripp 
will be selling copies of her mystery 
novels Pursuit of the Frog Prince and 
Continued Pursuit of the Frog Prince, 
as well as her latest, A Game of Wits. 
Published in January 2016, A Game 
of Wits centers around the chance 
meeting, whirlwind romance and hasty 
marriage of two Americans who meet 
in Italy. The Frog Prince novels follow 
a detective determined to find a woman 
who disappears after a dinner party. 


The craft show is FREE to attend. Full- 
time Destin residents pay $45 to rent a 
space for the two-day event, while non- 
residents are charged $55. 


“We try to keep it pretty low-cost for our 
locals,” says Firth, adding she likes “to 
have a place for my locals to let their 
talents shine.” 

- Kimberly White 


Family-Friendly Events 


THURSDAY, FEB. 9 


My Furry Valentine Doggie Social at Grand 
Boulevard, Miramar Beach, 3:30-5:30 p.m. 


FRIDAY, FEB. 10 


Teen Wii at Crestview Library, 2-4 p.m. 


SATURDAY, FEB. 11 


Montessori Pirates and Princesses 5K Fun 
Run, Fort Walton Beach Landing, 9-11 a.m. 


SUNDAY, FEB. 12 


Round Robin Tennis at Bluewater Tennis 
Center, Niceville, 1-3 p.m. 


Sweet Treat Paint Night at Twirl, Destin, 
7-9 p.m. 


MONDAY, FEB. 13 


After School Art “Flowers and Hearts” at 
Valparaiso Library, 4 p.m. 


TUESDAY, FEB. 14 


Valentine's craft ideas at emeraldcoastkids. 
org/craftsdiy. 


Mommy & Me at Chick-Fil-A, Niceville, 
9:30-10:30 a.m. 


WEDNESDAY, FEB. 15 


Family Concert at Niceville Community 
Center, 4-5:15 p.m. 


THURSDAY, FEB. 16 


Storytime at Walton County Coastal 
Branch Library, Santa Rosa Beach, 10 a.m. 


FRIDAY, FEB. 17 


Emerald Coast Theatre Company's “TYA 


CRAFT 


Cinderella, Cinderella” at Grand Boulevard, 
Miramar Beach, 9:30-10:30 a.m. ectheatre. 
org. 


SATURDAY, FEB. 18 


Engineering Expo at Science and Discovery 
Center, Panama City, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 


SUNDAY, FEB. 19 


Winter Concert Series at the Market Shops, 
Sandestin, 1-3 p.m. 


MONDAY, FEB. 20 


Kids Eat FREE, various locations in 
Okaloosa and Walton counties. More at 
emeraldcoastkids.org. 


TUESDAY, FEB. 21 


Dinosaur Zoo Live at Mattie Kelly Arts Center, 
Niceville, 7 p.m. MattieKellyArtsCenter. 


org. 


WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22 


Storytime at Niceville Library, 10:30 a.m. 
- Kellyanne Bartleson, 
EmeraldCoastKids.org 


Free to the Public! 
Indoor Event! 


Over 50 artists, crafters 
& vendors! 


SHOW 


Friday, February 17, 2017 from 11am-4pm 


Saturday, February 18, 2017 from Jam-3pm 


Destin Community Center 


101 Stahiman Avg, Destin, Fle 32541 


VENDORS 
Call 850-654-5184 for an 
application and info. We 
welcome artists, crafters, 
homemade foods and 
direct sales. 
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All information is subject to change. Please refer to the contact numbers and/or emails/web sites for up-to-the-minute details. Send us your Feb. 23-March 8 events by noon Friday, Feb. 17, or they will not be in 
our next issue. Please submit events in the format used here. Photos welcome. Email chris@beachcomberdestin.com. 


THURSDAY, FEB. 9- 
FRIDAY, FEB. 10, 2017 
BAYTOWNE ON ICE 

The Village of Baytowne Wharf, Sandestin 


baytownewharf.com 
Skate on, Beachcomberland! 


KIDS’ VALENTINE’S DAY CRAFTS 

Destin Library, 1-4 p.m. 

850-837-8572 

Children ages 4-12 and their parents are invited 
to create something special. FREE. Call the 
number above or email wrogers@cityofdestin. 
com for more info. 


THURSDAY, FEB. 9 


EMERALD COAST THEATRE COMPANY'S 
“BAKERSFIELD MIST” 

Grand Boulevard at Sandestin, 7:30 p.m. 
emeraldcoasttheatre.org 

Teance Blackburn and Beachcomber's own 
Bruce Collier are first-rate in this production 
of Stephen Sachs’ comedy-drama centering 
on what might be a long lost work of art by 
Jackson Pollock. Tickets are $25 For adults, $20 
for seniors and $15 For students, plus $2 Facility 
fee. Recommended For mature audiences only. 


“42ND STREET” NATIONAL TOUR 

Mattie Kelly Arts Center, Niceville, 7:30 p.m. 
mattiekellyartscenter.org 

Tickets are $45 each—group discounts available. 
Part of MKAC’s 20th anniversary celebration. 
Purchase online or call 850-729-6000. 


FRIDAY, FEB. 10 


CAUSE AN EFFECT 

Chipotle Mexican Grill, Destin Commons, 5-9 p.m. 
Fundraiser in support of our Friends at Panhandle 
Animal Welfare Society. 


EMERALD COAST THEATRE COMPANY'S 
“BAKERSFIELD MIST” 

Grand Boulevard at Sandestin, 7:30 p.m. 
emeraldcoasttheatre.org 

Tickets are $25 for adults, $20 For seniors 
and $15 for students, plus $2 Facility Fee. 
Recommended for mature audiences only. 


“LA LUMIERE: A MASQUERADE AFFAIR” 

St. Joe Club & Resort Lakehouse at Watercolor, 
Santa Rosa Beach, 6-10 p.m. 
hannahmartinsparty.com 

Hannah Martin’s annual birthday bash benefiting 
Special Olympics of Florida, presented by 
Destin Plastic Surgery and Duckies Shop of Fun. A 
$100 donation ($125 at the door) gets you dinner, 
drinks and entertainment, plus Las Vegas style 
casino games. Purchase tickets at the website 
above, or call Crystal at 850-714-4271. 


SATURDAY, FEB. 11 


ACT4MURDER’S “PIRATES, LIES AND MAIL 
ORDER BRIDES” 

Foxwood Country Club, Crestview, Doors Open 
at 6:75 p.m. 

act4murder.com 

Red Leg the Dreaded, Pirate of the Gulf and 
his trusty sidekick Pillage Ann Freebooty return 
for more laughs on the low seas. A benefit 
for Relay For Life’s Duke It Out team. Dinner 
and show begin at 7. For tickets, call Laurie at 
850-537-4654 or email dlklausutis@gmail.com. 


EMERALD COAST THEATRE COMPANY'S 
“BAKERSFIELD MIST” 

Grand Boulevard at Sandestin, 7:30 p.m. 
emeraldcoasttheatre.org 

Tickets are $25 for adults, $20 For seniors 
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and $15 for students, plus $2 Facility Fee. 
Recommended for mature audiences only. 


FORT WALTON BEACH FIRE DEPARTMENT 
BENEFIT CAR SHOW 

Northwest Florida Fairgrounds, Fort Walton Beach, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Fwb.org/fire 

Food, raffles and entertainment. FREE 
admission—car show entries are $20 in advance 
or $25 at the gate. 


LOVE & LAUGHTER VALENTINE’S DAY 
COMEDY SHOW 

The Event Room, Fort Walton Beach, 7 p.m. 
LoveandLaughterfwb.eventbrite.com 
Tickets are 20 bucks—VIP packages available. 


SEASIDE FARMERS MARKET 

Seaside, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Behind Raw & Juicy 
www-.seasidefl.com 

Fresh produce, baked goods, dairy products, 
native plants and other unique offerings. 


VALENTINE DINNER 

Emerald Grande at HarborWalk Village, Destin, 
5-8 p.m. 

emeraldgrande.com 

A chef-prepared delight with lobster or steak 
plus decadent desserts. Cost is $100 per couple, 
$55 if you're going solo. Call 850-424-0621 For 
reservations. 


VALENTINE’S VICTORIAN TEA 

Heritage Museum of Northwest Florida, Valparaiso, 
2 and 6 p.m. 

850-678-2615 

Choose an afternoon or candlelight tea and 
experience the customs and etiquette of days 
gone by. Cost is $18 per person ($15 For museum 
members). Reservations required—call the 
number above. 


SUNDAY, FEB. 12 


EMERALD COAST THEATRE COMPANY'S 
“BAKERSFIELD MIST” 

Grand Boulevard at Sandestin, 2 p.m. 
emeraldcoasttheatre.org 

Tickets are $25 for adults, $20 For seniors 
and $15 for students, plus $2 Facility Fee. 
Recommended for mature audiences only. 


A NIGHT OF COMEDY WITH MIKE WILLIAMS 
Village Baptist Church, Destin, 6 p.m. 

FREE performance by the popular family-friendly 
funnyman—love offerings appreciated. 


THE SCIENCE OF BOURBON BLENDING 
Timber Creek Distillery, Crestview, 1-3 p.m. 
scienceofbourbonblending.eventbrite.com 
Presented by the Emerald Coast Science Center. 
Sample local bourbon while learning about the 
distillation and bourbon blending process. Get 
your tickets at the website above. 


TROPICAL REUNION VOW RENEWALS 
Lucy Buffett's LuLu’s, Destin 
lulubuffett.com/destin 


Photo by Kay Phelan. 
Registration starts at 11 a.m., Followed 
by complimentary wedding vow renewal 
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On Feb. 20, Beachcomber 
Music Award winner 
David Seering (right, 
here with Ken Hair) 
performs his Fifth 
annual concert to 
benefit Children in Crisis 
(CIC). The concert— 
which also Features 
Amanda Holmes, Crystal 
Gage and Sputzy—is at 
Village Baptist Church 
in Destin and starts at 
7 p.m. Tickets are $25— 
call 850-864-4242 or 
visit childrenincrisis.org. 
Photo submitted by 

Ken Hair. 


Beachside Worship Services 


CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH UECNA 1928 Book of 
Common Prayer Service, 10 a.m. Sundays, 
communion service 2nd and 4th Sundays, 
morning prayer, 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays. 66 
8th Street, Shalimar, 850-651-9800. 


DESTIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
AND LIFE CENTER Contemporary service, 
9 a.m. Traditional and youth services at 
11 a.m.Weekend beachside services begin 
at 7:30 a.m. at Henderson Beach State Park 
Memorial Day weekend. 200 Beach Drive, 
Destin. 850-837-2021. 


FAITH ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday worship services: 8:45 and 11 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is available. 
Wednesday bible study at 7 p.m. Located 
at 306 S. Geronimo St. in Miramar Beach, 
three blocks west of Silver Sands Outlet Mall. 
850-837-7561. 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF DESTIN Sunday 
bible study at 9:15 a.m., worship service at 
10:30 a.m., prayer group at 5 p.m. Wednesday 
supper at 6 p.m., Followed by youth-kids 
programs and bible study at 6:30. 201 Beach 
Drive, 850-837-6515. 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF SEAGROVE 
Sunday services at 10 a.m. and Wednesdays 
at 6 p.m. 4915 E Hwy. 30A, Seagrove, 
850-231-2884. 


Scheler at 850-267-0322 or email pastorj@ 
hopeonthebeach.org. 


RESURRECTION CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Saturday vigil mass, 5 p.m.; Sunday masses, 8 
and 10:30 a.m.; Daily liturgies, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.; Holy Days of Obligation, 
8:30 a.m.and6 p.m.; Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Fridays, 9-10 a.m.; Confessions, 
Saturdays, 4-4:45 p.m. or by appointment. 
259 Miramar Beach Dr., Destin, 850-837-0358. 


SAFE HARBOR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m., worship 
service at 10:30. 801 Airport Road, Destin, 
850-837-2133. 


SAINT RITA CATHOLIC CHURCH Saturday 
Vigil mass at 5:30 p.m. year round. Sunday 
services at 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. Holy 
Day services, call the office please. 137 Moll 
Drive, Santa Rosa Beach, just off U.S. 98. 
850-267-2558. www.saintritaparish.org. 


SANTA ROSA COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Interdenominational service 10 a.m. Sundays. 
3524 Hwy. 98W, 850-267-7599. 


SHORELINE CHURCH Non-denominational 
modern Sunday service at 9 and 10:30 a.m. at 
AMC Motion Pictures in Destin Commons, and 
Sundays at 9 and 10:30 a.m. at Uptown Station 
Campus, Fort Walton Beach. 850-650-8658 or 
www.shorelinechurch.net. 


GOOD NEWS UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH Sunday services 8:50 a.m., 
traditional worship 9:45 a.m. Sunday school, 
11 a.m., contemporary worship, 4747 Hwy 
98W, Santa Rosa Beach, 850-622-9191. 


GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH Sundays 8 a.m. 
worship, 9:15 bible study, 10:30 worship, 
4325 Commons Drive, 850-654-1679. 


HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH Beach worship 
at 8 a.m. at Ed Walline Park, intersection of 
Scenic Highway 30A and CR-393, Santa Rosa 
Beach. Vintage service at 10:15 a.m. at 3834 
U.S. 98 West. For more info, call Pastor Jason 


ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH Service 
at 10 a.m. Sundays. 307 Hwy. 98E, Destin, 
850-650-2737 


ST. MARKELLA & DEMETRIOS GREEK 
ORTHODOX CHURCH Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
400 Hwy. 98E, Mary Esther, 850-244-0822. 


ST. SIMON’S ON THE SOUND EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH Sunday services at 8 and 10:30 a.m. 
and5p.m. 28 Hwy. 98W, FWB, 850-244-8621. 


VILLAGE BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday services 
at 9 and 10:30 a.m. 101 Matthew one block 
south of Hwy. 98E, Destin, 850-837-8107. 


Events 


performed by Jane Carver at 2 p.m. on the sandy 
beach overlooking the Choctawhatchee Bay. 
Champagne toast, wedding cake and flowers 
for the brides, plus Certificates of Reunion for 
each couple. Visit the website above or call 
850-710-5858 For more info. 


MONDAY, FEB. 13 


HIP-HOP MASTER CLASS WITH ERIQUE 
MITCHELL 

Alfonso Academy, Miramar Beach, 6:30 p.m. 
(Beginners and Intermediate Level), 7:30 p.m. 
(Advanced and Industry Level) 
alfonsoacademy.com 

Cost is $30 per dancer for both classes or $20 per 
dancer For one class. Register at the website above. 


TAI CHI WITH BARBARA REZMER 

Destin Library, 9 a.m. 

taichiforarthritis.com 

Cost per session is Five bucks. Enrollment 
is limited to 12 participants per class. Call 
850-837-8572 to register. 


TWISTED SISTAS MONTHLY MEETING 
Juana’s Pagodas and Sailors’ Grill, Navarre Beach, 
6:30 p.m. 

New members welcome. Come see what the 
twisted nonprofit has in store For the month. 


TUESDAY, FEB. 14 


DR. DAVID OTT 

Destin Library, 1 p.m. 
Friendsofthedestinlibrary@gmail.com 
Renowned composer and conductor Ott 
discusses the healing power of music as part of 
the Friends Guild of the Destin Library's series of 
informal roundtable discussions. 


KRAV MAGA SELF PROTECTION SEMINAR 
Emerald Coast Martial Arts Academy, Fort Walton 
Beach, 6 p.m. 

850-664-5425 

Defend yourself using the Israeli method. Special 
vehicle tactics session included. Cost $50 or $60 
for two. 


Illia, a recent Alaqua Animal Refuge Pet 
of the Week. Meet your new best friend 
every Friday at beachcomberdestin.com. 

Photo submitted by Natalie Davis. 


VALENTINE DINNER 

Emerald Grande at HarborWalk Village, Destin, 
5-8 p.m. 

emeraldgrande.com 

A chef-prepared delight with lobster or steak 
plus decadent desserts. Cost is $100 per couple, 
$55 if you're going solo. Call 850-424-0621 for 
reservations. 


VALENTINE’'S DAY MAGIC SHOW AND DINNER 
Fudpucker’s, Okaloosa Island, 4:30 p.m. 
Fudpucker.com 

Noah Wells presents Maximum Magic, with 
mind-blowing illusions, comedy, mentalism and 
more. Dinner and show are $50 with discounts 
for seniors, military and children. VIP packages 
available. 


WEDNESDAY, FEB. 15 


MAXIMUM MAGIC DINNER THEATER 
Fudpucker’s, Okaloosa Island, 5:45 p.m. 
Fudpucker.com 

Illusionist Noah Wells blows your mind. All 
ages show. 


“PRIME TIME” WINTER COMMUNITY 
PROGRAM 

Walton County Coastal Branch Library, Santa Rosa 
Beach, 10 a.m. 

Civil War re-enactor and local educator Robert 
Huffman talks about “Soldier Life in the 
American Civil War.” 


TRIVIA! 
World of Beer, Destin Commons, 7 p.m. 
Show off your useless knowledge and win prizes. 


THURSDAY, FEB. 16 


DESTIN’S STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS 
City Hall Annex, Destin, 5:15 p.m. 
cityofdestin.com 

Mayor Scott Fischer explains it all. 


EMERALD COAST THEATRE COMPANY'S 
“BAKERSFIELD MIST” 

Grand Boulevard at Sandestin, 7:30 p.m. 
emeraldcoasttheatre.org 

Tickets are $25 for adults, $20 For seniors 
and $15 for students, plus $2 facility fee. 
Recommended for mature audiences only. 


SNOWBIRD STROLL 

Gulf Place, Santa Rosa Beach, 4-6 p.m. 

Purchase a wristband for 20 bucks and enjoy 
complimentary commemorative glass, along 
with live music, giveaways, wine and hors 
doeuvres. 


FRIDAY, FEB. 17 


ACT4MURDER'’S “KILLER IN THE KITCHEN” 
La Paz, Destin, 6:30 p.m. 

act4murder.com 

Enjoy a three-course meal and lots of laughs 
as Paula Hilton and her Beachcomber Music 
Awards nominated troupe take on TV cooking 
competitions. Cost (including tax and gratuity) 
is $45. VIP packages available. 


“CAN YOU DIG IT?” HOME SCHOOL TOUR 
Heritage Museum of Northwest Florida, Valparaiso, 
1-2:30 p.m. 

850-678-2615 

The museum's quarterly field trip tour for 
home school students and their families 
includes a hands-on simulated archaeology dig. 
Preregistration required—call the number above 
or visit heritage-museum.org. 


EMERALD COAST THEATRE COMPANY'S 
“BAKERSFIELD MIST” 

Grand Boulevard at Sandestin, 7:30 p.m. 
emeraldcoasttheatre.org 


Tickets are $25 for adults, $20 For seniors 
and $15 for students, plus $2 facility fee. 
Recommended For mature audiences only. 


SIGN PAINTING WORKSHOP 

De'France Indoor Fleamarket, Fort Walton Beach, 
6:30 p.m. 

850-314-7500 

Choose from sign designs at defranceantiques. 
com, or Anissa of Vintij Beach will customize 
one for you. Fee is $50. Call to register. 


FRIDAY, FEB. 17- 
SATURDAY, FEB. 18 

SANDESTIN GUMBO FESTIVAL 

The Village of Baytowne Wharf, Sandestin 
sandestingumbofestival.com 

The 28th annual celebration Features a 
celebrity-judged cook-off, Family activities, 
and live music from Dikki Du and the Zydeco 
Krewe. More in this issue’s Cover Story. 


SPRING CRAFT SHOW 

Destin Community Center, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday 

850-654-5184 

Over 50 vendors show off their handcrafted 
jewelry, woodcarvings, paintings, food items, 
etc. FREE. 


FRIDAY, FEB. 17- 

SUNDAY, FEB. 19 

PENSACON - PENSACOLA COMIC CON 
Pensacola Bay Center and Pensacola Grand Hotel 
pensacon.com 

Three-day passes are $55. This year’s confirmed 
guests include Rene Auberjonois, Virginia 
Madsen, Mitch Pileggi, Walter Koenig, Jake 
“The Snake” Roberts and lots more. We heard 
Henry “The Fonz” Winkler might make an 
appearance, too. Cool. 


SATURDAY, FEB. 18 


EMERALD COAST THEATRE COMPANY'S 
“BAKERSFIELD MIST” 

Grand Boulevard at Sandestin, 7:30 p.m. 
emeraldcoasttheatre.org 

Tickets are $25 for adults, $20 For seniors 
and $15 for students, plus $2 facility fee. 
Recommended For mature audiences only. 


SAVE OUR CATS AND KITTENS (SOCKS) 
ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 

Ramada Plaza Beach Resort, Okaloosa Island, 
6 p.m. 

saveourcatsandkittens.com/events 

This year’s guest speaker is Alaqua Animal 
Refuge Founder Laurie Hood. Musician 
Christina Alconcel performs. Tickets are $25— 
available online and at the SOCKS Thrift Store 
in Fort Walton Beach. For table sponsorships, 
email socks@saveourcatsandkittens.com. 


SEASIDE FARMERS MARKET 

Seaside, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Behind Raw & Juicy 
www.seasidefl.com 

Fresh produce, baked goods, dairy products, 
native plants and other unique offerings. 


THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL NAVARRE BEACH 
MARDI GRAS PARADE 

Navarre Beach (Where else?!), 1 p.m. 
Family-Friendly Fun, Floats, beads and who knows 
what else. 


SATURDAY, FEB. 18- 
SUNDAY, FEB. 19 

VALENTINE TOUR OF HOMES 

Various South Walton Locations, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday, Noon-4 p.m. Sunday 


culturalartsalliance.com 
The Cultural Arts Alliance presents a self-guided 
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tour of a variety of Sowal homes, with CAA 
members’ art Featured in each house. Tickets 
are $30 and up. 


SUNDAY, FEB. 19 


EMERALD COAST THEATRE COMPANY'S 
“BAKERSFIELD MIST” 

Grand Boulevard at Sandestin, 2 p.m. 
emeraldcoasttheatre.org 

Tickets are $25 for adults, $20 For seniors 
and $15 for students, plus $2 facility fee. 
Recommended for mature audiences only. 


MONDAY, FEB. 20 


MARDI GRAS WINE TASTING 

Twisted Grape Cafe & Wine Bar, Shalimar, 6-8 p.m. 
850-651-5100 

Let the good times roll. twistedgrapewinebar. 
com. 


TAI CHI WITH BARBARA REZMER 

Destin Library, 9 a.m. 

taichiforarthritis.com 

Cost per session is Five bucks. Enrollment 
is limited to 12 participants per class. Call 
850-837-8572 to register. 


TUESDAY, FEB. 21 


FITNESS INSTRUCTOR BARBARA REZMER 
Destin Library, 1 p.m. 
Friendsofthedestinlibrary@gmail.com 
Rezmer demonstrates why Tai Chi is called 
“medication in motion” and explains how the 
gentle exercise can benefit all ages. Part of the 
Friends Guild of the Destin Library's series of 
informal roundtable discussions. 


DINOSAUR ZOO LIVE 

Mattie Kelly Arts Center, Niceville, 7 p.m. 
MattieKellyArtsCenter.org 

A Family-friendly event on the Mainstage with an 
eye-popping collection of huge and lifelike dinos 
and other prehistoric creatures. Tickets are $15 
for adults, $10 for youth—group discounts 
available. Call 850-729-6000 For more info. 


ESSENTIAL KNIFE SKILLS CLASS: A CUT 
ABOVE THE REST 

Imogene Theatre, Milton, 6-8 p.m. 
850-456-0743 

Get those cutting skills up to snuff for $35. 


PAINTING & WINE 

Twisted Grape Cafe & Wine Bar, Shalimar, 
6:30 p.m. 

850-651-5100 

These are a couple of our Favorite things. 
twistedgrapewinebar.com. 


WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22 


“PRIME TIME” WINTER COMMUNITY 
PROGRAM 

Walton County Coastal Branch Library, Santa Rosa 
Beach, 10 a.m. 

“A Story of West Point” is based on speaker 
Richard Barlow Adams’ book The Parting: A 
Story of West Point on the Eve of the Civil War. 


TRIVIA! 
World of Beer, Destin Commons, 7 p.m. 
Show off your useless knowledge and win prizes. 


THURSDAY, FEB. 23 


“SEX, DRUGS AND SEA SLIME” WITH 

ELLEN PRAGER 

Jean & Paul Amos Performance Studio at WSRE-TV, 
Pensacola, 7 p.m. 

wsre.org/speakers 

The author and marine scientist talks about 
the wealth of life in the sea and the need to 
protect it. FREE. Make your reservations at the 
website above. 
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ANTIQUES 


DE FRANCE ANTIQUES & FLEA MKT. with 
over 80+ vendors, lots of unique items to choose 
from. 230S.E. Eglin Pkwy. 850-314-7500. 


SMITH’S ANTIQUES MALL & INTERIORS 
MARKET 25,000 sa. Ft. and 94 vetted dealers 
have made Smith’s the Favorite with decorators, 
locals and tourists For over 20 years. Voted Best 
of the Emerald Coast for 14 consecutive years, 
Finest on the Emerald Coast, and Best in Destin... 
need we say more? Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 12500 Emerald Coast 
Parkway, Miramar Beach (near Silver Sands). 
850-654-1484. www.smithsantiquesmall.com. 


BOOKSTORES 


READ IT AGAIN Used and rare books. Browse 
inventory and shop online at www.readitagain1. 
com or just come see us at 703 John Sims 
Parkway in Niceville, just one block west of 
Niceville High School. Hours of operation are 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. We have a little bit of 
everything—popular reads, new releases, Fiction, 
nonfiction, Fantasy and science Fiction, mystery 
and suspense, romance, history, military and so 
much more. 850-279-4646. 


EDUCATIONAL 


EMERALD COAST SCIENCE CENTER A 
unique museum allowing visitors to touch and 
use the exhibits, including optical illusions, a 
nature room anda wind tunnel. 31 SW Memorial 
Parkway, Fort Walton Beach, 850-664-1261. 
www.ecscience.org. 


FARMERS' MARKETS 


30A FARMERS’ MARKETS Two convenient 

locations. Contact Diane at 850-499-4697 for 

more info. 

- GRAND BOULEVARD FARMERS’ MARKET 
AT SANDESTIN 600 Grand Boulevard, 
Miramar Beach. Saturdays year-round, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

- 30A FARMERS’ MARKET IN ROSEMARY 
BEACH COMMUNITY Sundays year-round, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Thursdays (Memorial Day 
through Labor Day), 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 


GOLF 


REGATTA BAY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 
This award-winning 18-hole course offers an 
extraordinary golfing experience for players of 
all skill levels and was named one of Golf Digest’s 
Top Places to Play. Equipment rental available. 
465 Regatta Bay Blvd., Destin, 850-337-8080. 
www.regattabay.com. 


SANTA ROSA GOLF & BEACH CLUB 
Referred to as the “Purest golf in the Florida 
Panhandle” by Golf Magazine, this 18-hole, par 
72 course offers five sets of tees anda challenge 
for every skill level of handicap. Situated on 80 
pristine acres in the heart of Santa Rosa Beach, 
this course has a unique character only found 
around the Highway 30A corridor. Holes three 
through Five wind around a complex of dunes, all 
within a few hundred yards of the Gulf of Mexico. 
Dining, driving range, putting green and club 
rentals available. 334 Golf Club Drive, Santa Rosa 
Beach, 850-267-2229. www.santarosaclub.com. 


MARINE PARKS/ 
AQUARIUMS 

GULFARIUM MARINE ADVENTURE 
PARK Delight in watching dolphins leap and 
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sea lions play during spectacular shows! Or 
participate and interact directly with these 
and other remarkable marine animals including 
stingrays, seals and penguins during interactive 
programming (advance reservations required). 
Enjoy educational exhibits and beautiful ocean 
views. Open daily at 9 a.m. 1010 Miracle Strip 
Parkway SE, Fort Walton Beach, 850-243-9046. 
www.gulfarium.com. 


DESTIN HISTORY & FISHING MUSEUM 
Open year round, Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call For holiday hours 
of operation. Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for 
seniors and military and $3 for children. 108 
Stahlman Avenue, Destin, 850-837-6611. 


INDIAN TEMPLE MOUND MUSEUM 
Artifacts and displays showing the rich Indian 
history of this area. 139 Hwy. 98SE, FWB, 
850-833-9595. 


MUSIC STORES 


LEITZ MUSIC Guitars, bass, drums and 
keyboards, plus recording, DJ and PAequipment. 
Sales, repairs and lessons. Gibson, Fender, 
PRS, Taylor, Martin, Ibanez and more. Open 
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Sundays noon-6 p.m. 
Now located in Uptown Station, Fort Walton 
Beach, 850-863-1099. www.facebook.com/ 
LeitzMusicFWB. 


PARKS & PUBLIC 

BEACH ACCESS 

BEASLEY WAYSIDE PARK Picnic tables, 
public beach area, barbecue grills, bathhouse, 
and restrooms. Gulf side of Okaloosa Island, 
Hwy. 98W. 


BLACKWATER RIVER STATE PARK NW 
of FWB off Hwy. 90. You can catch sight of lots 
of wildlife while camping, canoeing, hiking, and 
fishing. Milton, 850-983-5363. 


BLUE MOUNTAIN BEACH Public parking 
for this access is located at the south end of 
CR-83 and Scenic Highway 30-A. 


BRACKIN WAYSIDE PARK Gulf side of 
Okaloosa Island on Hwy. 98W. Facilities include 
restaurants, saloons, children’s playground, 
beach volleyball, three beach accesses, showers, 
public restrooms, and picnic table. 


CAMP HELEN STATE PARK offers hiking, 
birding, beachcombing, swimming, Fishing, 
canoeing and kayaking along with nine historic 
buildings. Located at 23937 Panama City Beach 
Parkway (U.S. 98), 12 miles east of 331, seven 
miles west of Highway 79. 850-233-5059. 


CESSNA BAY Picnic tables, parking, rest 
rooms and boat access. 1476 N. CR-393. 


CLEMENT E. TAYLOR CITY PARK This 
park is named after one of Destin’s early 
settlers and is on Choctawhatchee Bay. Chock 
full of shade trees, there are picnic areas and 
restrooms, but no camping. Destin, off Calhoun 
Drive. 


DUNE ALLEN In Dune Allen beach this access 
has parking, but no bathrooms, showers or 
picnic area. 5753 Hwy 30-A W., Santa Rosa 
Beach. 


ED WALLINE A large public beach access 
in South Walton, providing handicapped 
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parking, picnic tables, restrooms and showers. 
ntersection of Hwy 30-A and CR-393. 


EDEN GARDENS STATE PARK An historic 
homestead under majestic moss draped oaks 
with a home surrounded by lawns and seasonal 
gardens. Tours of the home are Thursday through 
Monday hourly beginning at 10 a.m. with the 
ast tour at 3 p.m. The park and picnic areas are 
open daily from 8 a.m. to sunset and located on 
CR-395 north off Hwy 98 in Point Washington. 
Call 850-231-4214 for more information. 


GRAYTON BEACH STATE RECREATION 
AREA Camping, picnics, hiking, swimming, 
saltwater Fishing, and boating. Showers 
and electricity are part of the amenities. 
Access from S. Hwy. 30-A, South Walton, 
850-267-8300. 


GRAYTON DUNES Handicapped and public 
parking plus beach access. Behind the Red Bar 
in Grayton Beach. 


GULF SHORE MANOR Public restrooms, 
handicapped and public parking. 3468 E. Hwy 
30-A , Seagrove Beach. 


GULFVIEW HEIGHTS Located at the end 
of Gulfview Heights St, behind Goatfeather’s 
restaurant, this access offers parking, picnic areas 
and restrooms. 


HENDERSON BEACH STATE PARK 
This park has it all: camping, swimming area 
sheltered picnic areas, grills, and restrooms. 
But there is no boat ramp and jet skis and other 
personal watercraft are prohibited. 17000 Hwy. 
98W, Destin, 850-837-7550. 


INLET BEACH This area offers handicapped 
and public parking, restrooms and dune 
walkovers to the beach. 438 S. Orange St. in 
Inlet Beach. 


LEGION BAY Picnic tables, public parking, 
boat ramp and restrooms. Intersection of Ponce 
de Leon and Crest Dr, 191 Crest Dr, Sandestin. 


MARIER MEMORIAL PARK Public beach 
area, picnic tables, barbecue grills, boat ramp, 
restrooms and bathhouse. Bay side of Okaloosa 
Island, off Santa Rosa Blvd. 


MIRAMAR BEACH ACCESS Parking 
with public beach access. Scenic Hwy 98 and 
Driftwood Road, adjacent to Pompano Joe’s. 


TOPSAIL HILL STATE PRESERVE Two 
major Freshwater coastal dune lakes are located 
within the 1,600-acre preserve. Campground 
entrance and day use entrance are located on 
West Scenic Highway 30-A, 1/4 mile south of 
U.S. 98. 850-267-0299. www.Floridastateparks. 
org/topsailhill 


DESTIN EAST PASS TIDE AND SUNSET CHART 


7:10am 
Sel Sjounn 


7:50am 
10:05pm 
8:18am 
10:51pm 


8:33am 
11:33pm 


8:30am 


12:16am 
7:45pm 


1:04am 
10:40pm 


2:27am 
2:37pm 


1:07am 
3:02pm 


2:19am 
3:39pm 
3:13am 
4:28pm 


4:02am 
5:25pm 


4:48am 
6:24pm 


5:30am 
7:20pm 


Who Are the P 
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The Emerald Coast Parrot Head Club 
was established to promote social and 
civic activities for people with similar 
interests, centered on the tropical spirit 
of Jimmy Buffett’s music. 


ECPHC is a nonprofit corporation that 
supports local environmental causes, 
as well as many local and national 
charities, through fundraising and 
volunteer activities. Our club raises 
about $15,000 for various charities 
every year. 


We gather as a “phlock” two times 
a month. The second Friday of the 
month, we meet at our “home base,” 
Landshark’s Pizza in Destin, from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Our meetings are informal 
with a lot of laughs, tall tales, raffles for 
our charity of the month, good music, 
dancing and a little craziness thrown 
into the blender. 


We also meet the fourth Friday of the 
month at an area bar and/or restaurant. 
We move these “phlockings” around to 
visit a different local business every 
month. The times are the same, 5:30 
to 8:30. 


We do other periodic activities, such 
as bowling, Biloxi bus trips, Seablaster 
Sunset Cruises, Crab Island boat days, 


beach bonfires, and numerous house 
concerts with local and traveling Trop 
Rock musicians. 


The club’s motto is to “Party with a 
Purpose.” Simply put, we support 
local charities by raising funds and 
volunteering our time. Last year, the club 
volunteered more than 2,000 hours for 
charities. The Arc of the Emerald Coast, 
Habitat for Humanity, Emerald Coast 
Foundation, Okaloosa County Adopt a 
Dune and Alzheimer’s Association were 
the recipients of our volunteer efforts. 


We also raise money through our 
monthly raffles. Last year, we donated 
around $15,000 to organizations like 
PAWS, Alaqua Animal Refuge, Meals 
on Wheels, Fisher House, Fresh Start, 
the Anchor, Toys for Tots, the Arc of 
the Emerald Coast and Emerald Coast 
Alzheimer’s Association. 


Our club is open to all that share our 
respect of the area. We are truly “the 
people our parents warned us about.” 
Come join us for a little tropical escape 
and a whole lot of fun. 


To stay up to date on our locations or 
obtain membership information, please 
visit ecparrotheads.org. 

- Mike Whitley 


arr 


KIGKSTANDIVENNVaz 
PERFORMING LIVE 


at the Ninth Ever 
Beachcomber Music Awards 
Monday;'March 6 


at. the. NewsFunky, Blues. Shack in. Destin 


DEWEY DES “ 
* SHARBORSIDE 
RESTACRANT 


Gumbo ¢ Sandwiches e Steamed 
Seafood ¢ Fried Seafood Baskets 


Outdoor Seating e Full Bar 
Unique Nightly Menus 


202 Harbor Blvd. ¢ Destin 
850.837.7575 850.837.7525 


Open daily 11am - 9pm Lunch menu available 11AM-3PM 
www.DestinSeafood.com 
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Decades of Love and Marriage 


By Samantha Lambert 


According to Dictionary.com, love is 
a feeling of warm personal attachment 
or deep affection for another. According 
to the Bible, marriage is a covenant, a 
sacred bond between a man anda 
woman instituted by and publicly 
entered into before God. 


Love and marriage may have changed 
in meaning to various people over the 
years, but to three local couples love 
and marriage have remained strong 
and steadfast. 


Fort Walton Beach City Councilman 
Dick Rynearson and his wife Janey 
will celebrate 51 years of marriage in 
July. They first met through Janey’s 
cousin when Dick was in the sixth 
grade and Janey was in fourth. Even 
though they lived in different towns, 
they dated some in high school. “I knew 
early on that I was going to marry Dick 
one day,” says Janey. 


They were reunited at Kent State 
University when Dick ran into Janey’s 
mother at freshman orientation. He 
and Janey began dating again and 
were married in 1966. Dick entered 
the Air Force, trained as a pilot, and 
was sent to Vietnam. He completed 
two tours and was awarded the Silver 
Star for Valor. 


In his 11 years in the Air Force, Dick 
was sent to many locations and Janey 
followed with their growing family. He 
came back to Eglin in 1981 after leaving 
the Air Force to work for the Hughes 
Aircraft Corporation. Janey opened P.S. 
Gifts in Fort Walton Beach in 1995, and 
Dick officially retired in 2005. 


The Rynearsons have four children and 
11 grandchildren. Their ingredients 
to a long and happy marriage? “Be 
flexible,” says Dick. 


“Always expect the unexpected, never 
quit holding hands, and keep God as 
the center of the family,” adds Janey. 


Ross and Jenny Hamilton have been 
married for 51 years as of February 4. 
They first met at William Carey College 
in Hattiesburg, Mississippi in the mid- 
1960s. On their first date, Ross and 
Jenny talked the whole time about 
their families. 


They were engaged a year later, with 
Ross asking Jenny’s father for her 
hand in marriage. They were married 
in 1966 and shortly after moved to 
Monroe, Louisiana, where Ross had 
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a fellowship teaching science. They 
moved to Fort Walton Beach in the fall 
of 1968, and Ross began teaching at 
Okaloosa-Walton Junior College. 


He is in his 49th year with what is 
now Northwest Florida State College 
as the director of the Fort Walton 
Beach campus. Jenny taught at 
Choctawhatchee High School for 35 
years. They have two children and five 
grandchildren. 


Ross and Jenny believe that L-O-V-E is 
the key to a long marriage. “L for love 
means to live that love with your mate,” 
says Ross. “The O represents keeping 
your marriage whole through integrity. 
The V is having the vitality, the energy, 
and the perseverance to live in the 
marriage everyday. The E represents 
eternity, meaning death does not have 
to separate us for eternity.” 


“Divorce is not an option,” says Jenny. 
“We both agree that faith is at the 
center of our marriage. Plus, our 
relationship is an example to our 
children and their friends and those 
we have taught.” 


Ray and Mary Jane Ross first met in 
the fall of 1967 at Norwood High School 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. Mary Jane taught 
English and Ray was the basketball 
coach. He asked her out on a date after 
a PTA meeting, and they then would 
meet up during their planning periods 
at the Coke machine to talk. 


They dated for a year and a half and 
were engaged in fall 1968. They were 
married the following June. This June, 
they ll celebrate the 48-year milestone. 


The Rosses moved to Fort Walton 
Beach in 1969. Ray began coaching 
at Okaloosa-Walton Junior College, 
and Mary Jane began teaching at 
Crestview High School. She would later 
become a media specialist at both Fort 
Walton Beach and Choctawhatchee 
high schools. 


In 1978, the family moved to Starkville, 
Mississippi where Ray was an assistant 
coach at Mississippi State and Mary 
Jane worked as a librarian at the 
college. They came back to Fort Walton 
Beach in 1981 when Ray took a 
coaching job at Fort Walton Beach High 
School through 1994. He then was an 
assistant coach at OW when the team 
won the national championship during 
the 1994-95 season. 


“In coaching, you go through a normal 
workday, and then you start coaching 
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...and today. 


your team after that,” says Ray. “It puts 
a burden on your wife with raising kids. 
Mary Jane understood that, and she 
was a real trooper. We both had a lot 
of passion for our careers and we gave 
each other latitude and room to grow.” 


Photo by Samantha Lambert. 


The Rosses have two sons, Ryan and 
Ramsey, and two granddaughters. 
They both agree on what makes a long 
and happy marriage: “Commitment. 
Compromise. Support. Love and lots 
of understanding.” 


Valentine's Day 


Looking for Love in All the Site’s Places 


By Joni Williams 


Whether you’re shopping for homes or 
hamsters, boats or books—or just about 
anything in between—you1l find it listed 
on the local Craigslist classified ad site. 
And that includes the one thing money 
can’t buy. Love. 


The site’s Personals section serves as 
a kind of virtual singles bar with ads 
ranging from well-mannered Misc. 
Romance posts seeking Mr. or Ms. Right 
to blatant invitations for random, ahem, 
“meet-ups” in Casual Encounters. 


But the hot spot is undoubtedly Missed 
Connections, where posters attempt 
to win a second chance with a specific 
stranger they’ve seen, but didn’t 
approach, in real life. Shrouded in 
anonymity and brimming with limited 
descriptions, the ads have a curiosity- 
piquing mystique that draws a high 
number of both posters and readers. And 
they’re not all looking for romance. 


Longtime 99Rock personality Kevin 
McKay finds them so engaging, he’s 
made Missed Connections a routine 
part of his radio show, reading the 
posts every afternoon and often adding 
his own playful observations or advice. 
Likewise, Edie,* a professional woman in 
her 30s, said, “I love to just read them, 
especially the Missed Connections,” 
while explaining how she was initially 
drawn to the site. 


But when she stumbled on a smoothly 
worded post by Henri, a geneticist 
and laboratory owner, she couldn’t 
resist replying. “He seemed really 
intelligent,” she says, before adding with 
a chuckle, “he was one of the few (posters) 
who didn’t make a grammatical error 
every other sentence.” After emailing 
back and forth, she was so taken, she 
agreed to meet him in person. 


For Edie, it was shock at first sight. 
Despite having described himself as 5’ 6” 
with an athletic build, she found herself 
face to face with “this scrawny, beady- 
eyed, creepy guy who couldn’t have been 
more than four foot nine.” And his lovely 
home she’d seen in photos? Turns out 
he actually lived in “an old camper in 
someone’s backyard,” too cluttered for 
her to even enter. 


Instead, he escorted her into his 
“laboratory,” a junk-filled, dilapidated 
bus, where he opened a ramshackle 
cabinet drawer stuffed with cannabis 
and asked, “Do you wanna smoke some 
weed?” 


After posting several ads, Dan also 
quickly discovered the people replying 


weren’t always who they said they were. 
“It’s mostly prostitutes, even in the most 
modest of ads,” he says, explaining how 
they initially pretend to be sincere about 
looking for unpaid romance. 


When he did find someone he was 
searching for via Missed Connections 
he was initially thrilled, but quickly 
found it to be an ego trip—for them, not 
him. “They basically just want to verify 
it’s them that you’re talking about (in 
the ad),” he wrote in an email, saying 
it was “not so much exciting” when the 
discovery didn’t lead anywhere. 


Not all of the replies to a Personals ad 
seeking participants for this story were 
from people genuinely seeking to meet 
that special someone. Some told far- 
fetched tales of one-time encounters, 
such as the poster who claimed one of 
the meet-ups “resulted in a stabbing and 
the other, bestiality.” 


Another sought to describe his 
experiences in overly graphic detail. After 
getting shut down, he persisted with an 
invitation “in the spirit of research” to 
watch as he acted out a fantasy involving 
two women “and write about it.” The offer 
was declined. 


Some of the responses, though, were 
sincere, courteous and occasionally 
humorous. Others were shy and reserved. 
Edie stressed she did eventually meet an 
honest poster who proved to be gainfully 
employed and genuinely nice, just as 
he initially indicated. Though romance 
never blossomed, the two have remained 
friends offline. 


“He’s a great guy, just a little socially 
awkward,” she says, explaining his 
preference for meeting people online. 
Because Craigslist doesn’t require the 
type of preliminary questionnaires 
that matchmaking sites use, posting a 
Personals ad is quick and easy and allows 
for anonymity, even when replying. 


Her friendship, however, was the only 
lasting relationship of any kind reported 
by our participants. But that doesn’t 
mean it hasn’t happened. As one user of 
an online matchmaking site who’s now 
in a serious romantic relationship points 
out, “Once you find someone, you’re not 
going to browse a singles site anymore. 
Why would you?” 


And yet, the site continues to attract 
plenty of people willing to post. And as 
long as they keep posting, there’s sure 
to be just as many—maybe even more— 
readers. If nothing else, it makes for 
good, quirky entertainment. 


* Pseudonyms used to conceal identities. 


personals 


strictly platonic 


women seek women 
women seeking men 
men seeking women 
men seeking men 


misc romance 


casual encounters 
missed connections 


rants and raves 


Let 
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Cheryl Jones: The Ultimate Love Song 


Rachmaninoff’s 2nd Piano Concerto in C Minor is 
my vote for the Ultimate Love Song for Valentine’s 
Day because this song provides the perfect forum for 
love and music to “osmosis-ize” one into the other. As 
love is abstract in its purest concept yet can leave a 
tangible trace that is, at times, ineffably indescribable, 
it still compels one to share what one cannot touch. 


Certainly music, in its abstractness, can intuitively 
express love, even without the use of words, and 
can not only reach and touch all who hear, but also 
capture all the feeling that love can endow. For me, 
Rachmaninoff’s 2nd Piano Concerto embodies the 
climax of this perfect union of music and love. 


Okay, for a song (with words) closer to the three- 
minute mark, I look to two love songs by Nat King 
Cole—“Unforgettable” and “That’s All.” These songs 
speak to the joy, the appreciation, the commitment, 
the whimsy, and the risk that love inspires. 


Like a song of love that clings to me 

How the thought of you does things to me 
Like never before has anyone been more... 
Unforgettable 


Indeed, true love is unforgettable. 


Ican only give you love that lasts forever, 
And a promise to be near each time you call 


And the only heart I own ee to go. Whatt 
For you and you alone - 3-16, 2011 ih F bel tnightly 
That’s all SUAVEAV OLE OnHeYGrOWENIN tee olume 11, Issue 2 
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® Romantic Yalanti hmgsronied : , Todd Wolfe, 2PM = The Parfact Spot for 
My Mom sang that to me with love and intent in every aay idine’s Dinner = Black History Month, Mardi Gras, Snowbird Events 


word. I’m sending her a spiritual Valentine this year. Live Music Calendar = Restaurant Guida = and Much Moral 
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My signature song is the ubiquitous “My Funny 
Valentine”: 


Your looks are laughable 
Un-photographable 
Yet you’re my favorite work of art 


Now that’s love!!! 


If I had to choose my favorite lyric that speaks to the 
paradox of love, I would draw from a song I wrote 
called “You're in Love”: 


Should I follow the road less traveled 

Or should I stay with the path ’'ve endured? 
My brain’s in my heart 

And my heart’s full of thoughts of you 


This article originally appeared in the Feb. 3-16, 2011 
Beachcomber. Jones is a multiple Beachcomber Music 
Award winner and is nominated in several categories 
this year, including Musician of the Year. 


RIGHT: Mixed media artist Sabrina Reber contributed 

this sideways cover art For our Feb. 3-16, 2011 issue. And 
“Sideways” makes sense, since her creations appear at Vin'tij 
Wine Boutique & Bistro in Miramar Beach. (See, that’s the 
title of a movie about wine. And love. Oh, never mind...) 
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CADILLAC WILLY - CHELSEA FROM Q92 - TED COBENA - FINGA FAYA - 
NIK FLAGSTAR AND HIS DIRTY MANGY DOGS - HOPE GIVEN AND HER 
BAND - THE GOOD LOOKINGS - AUSTIN JENNINGS - KICKSTAND JENNY 
- MATT McCARTY QUINTET - THE MOON LAGOONS - ALISSA STEFFENS - 
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Monday, March 6, 2017 
Graffiti & the Funky Blues Shack, Destin, 6:30 p.m. 
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Outdoors 


Five Ways to Get 
Outdoors This Month 


By Jenna Taylor 
Photos by Hunter Forbes 


Following the holidays, February is 
a great month to prepare for the busy 
season ahead, get active and spend 
some quality time outdoors. We’ve put 
together a list of five things you can do 
this month to get outdoors. 


1. FISH FOR BULL REDS. 

Northwest Florida is synonymous 
with fishing. Whether it be offshore, 
bottom, bay fishing or trolling the 
river, opportunity is always right 
around the corner to get out and fish. 


This time of the year is when you 
can find the bull reds in the bay. 
The winter cold fronts cause bait to 
ball up into tight wads—therefore, 
you will find the bull reds in tighter 
schools, making them easier to spot. 
Contact 30A Guide Service to book a 
fishing trip. Call 850-687-0572 or visit 
www.30aguideservice.com. 


2. PARKS AND RECREATION. 
I don’t know about you, but I use this 
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time of the year to plan and implement 
healthy habits. Spring is right around 
the corner, making it the perfect 
time to shed a few winter pounds 
and get active. There are numerous 
trails to run, bike and ride horseback 
throughout Destin and along 30A. 


See below for a few hot spots, and read 
more at www.emeraldcoastfl.com/ 
things-to-do/outdoor-activities/ 
nature-parks. 


Arnett’s Gulfside Trail Rides 

613 S County Highway 393, Santa 
Rosa Beach 

850-208-3114 

Horseback and trail riding along the 
Emerald Coast. 


Eden Gardens State Park 

Point Washington 

Fees: $4 per vehicle. $4 per person for 
mansion tour. 

Open 8 a.m. until sunset daily. Guided 
tours of the mansion are Thursday 
through Monday from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Leashed pets welcome. 
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Children’s Park at Morgan Sports Center 

4200 Indian Bayou Trail, Destin 

850-837-4242 

This children’s playground park is located on the 
east side parking lot of the Morgan Sports Center. 
The park has playground equipment for all youth 
ages. The park also has picnic tables that are 
available for rent for birthday parties and family 
gatherings. 


3. SPRING CLEANING. 

Yeah, it’s that thing you’ve been pushing off for 
months. Spring cleaning surely isn’t as fun as the 
others, but nonetheless important and necessary. 
It’s the perfect time to get that boat, car or even your 
house cleaned up before the busy season arrives. 
Don’t want to do it yourself? Outsource and hire 
a professional such as Boat Detailers of Northwest 
Florida or Two Maids and a Mop for your home. 


4. COBIA SEASON PREPARATION. 

Cobia season is just around the corner. Youll want 
to begin finding the right crew for your boat, locking 
down places that will be selling eel and practicing 
that sight cast. March 24 brings the opening of 
the Cobia World Championship, hosted by Harbor 
Docks. 


For more information and to register, visit www. 
cobiaworldchampionships.com. 


5. TURKEY SCOUTING. 

Spring turkey season in Florida runs March 18-April 
23. February is a great time to prepare for turkey 
season by practicing your calling, understanding 
the area that you will be hunting and scouting for 
turkeys. 


Generally, you will scout by walking through the 
woods and finding signs of turkeys in the area. 
Look for scratches, feathers, turkey droppings and 
tracks. From there you can pinpoint where they 
roost and plan your hunt from there. 


You can also scout with binoculars and see which 
fields they’re feeding in, watching them fly down in 
the morning and up in the evening. If you don’t have 
access to private grounds, the Florida Fish & Wildlife 
offers 42 public hunting areas statewide. You can 
find more information at myfwe.com/hunting/by- 
species/turkey/hunt-without-quota-permit. 


Life is too short to be stuck inside, so grab a friend 
and get outdoors! 


ww 


a \ 
TER FORBES 


30AGUIDESERVICE.COM aie 


FEB. 9-22, 2017 


WWW.BEACHCOMBERDESTIN.COM Pace 31 


JOIN US IN 
SUPPORTING OUR 
LOCAL NONPROFITS 


Books 


Recommended Reading 


Bret Baier with 


FRESH START 
For Children & Families 


Renewing Hope, Rebuilding lives. 
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Catherine Whitney 


Three Days in January: 
Dwight Eisenhower’s Final 
Mission 

William Morrow 

In this time of transition of 
presidential power, Baier 
and Whitney’s account of 
Ike’s attempt to leave his 
successor (JFK) with a sense 
of the task ahead is both 
timely and disturbing. The 
authors are plainly pro- 
Eisenhower, building a case 
for his accomplishments, 

and are slightly dismissive 

of Kennedy’s boyish desire 

to grab the metaphorical 

car keys and drive himself. 

It’s worth remembering 

that Ike stopped the Korean 

War and kept the peace 

during eight years of U.S.- 

Soviet tension. His farewell 
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address, containing the phrase “military industrial complex,” makes 
you long for the days when national leaders acted like grownups. 


- Bruce Collier 
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UPCOMING BOOKS 
FEB.14 


Brian Alexander, Glass House: The 1% Economy and 
the Shattering of the All-American Town 


Tiffany Dufu, Drop the Ball: Achieving More by Doing 
Less 


Mark Greaney, Gunmetal Gray (Gray Man Series) 

Georgia Hunter, We Were the Lucky Ones 

Jonathan Kellerman, Heartbreak Hotel (Alex Delaware 
Series) 

Rebecca Rosen, What the Dead Have Taught Me About 
Living Well 

George Saunders, Lincoln in the Pardo 


Glenn Frankel, High Noon: The Hollywood Blacklist and 
the Making of an American Classic 


Carrie Green, She Means Business: Turn Your Ideas into 
Reality and Become a Wildly Successful Entrepreneur 
(Paperback) 


Edward Grinnan, Always by My Side: Life Lessons from 
Millie and All the Dogs I’ve Loved 


James Grippando, Most Dangerous Place: A Jack 
Swyteck Novel 


Pam Jenoff, The Orphan's Tale 


James Patterson and Emily Raymond, Humans, Bow 
Down 


V.E. Schwab, A Conjuring of Light 


Sources: www.barnesandnoble.com 
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Movies 


“Hidden Figures” Worth Discovering 


By Zandra Wolfgram 


Hidden Figures, based on a book of the same 
name by Margot Lee Shetterly, is the incredible 
untold story of Katherine G. Johnson (Taraji P. 
Henson), Dorothy Vaughan (Octavia Spencer) 
and Mary Jackson (Janelle Monae), three brilliant 
African-American women working at NASA, who 
served as the brains behind one of the greatest 
operations in history—the launch of astronaut 
John Glenn into orbit, a stunning achievement 
that restored the nation’s confidence, turned 
around the space race, and galvanized the world. 


Released by 20th Century Fox on the heels of 
Martin Luther King Day and just prior to Black 
History and Women’s History months, Hidden 
Figures is a PG film about three seminal African- 
American women largely left out of history books. 
The visionary trio crossed all gender and race lines 
to inspire generations to dream big. 


Known as “computers in skirts,” the three 
women worked behind the scenes at NASA in 
the segregated West Area Computers division 
of Langley Research Center. Their meticulous 
calculations helped the United States catch up 


in the space race and launch Glenn into orbit 
around Earth. 


Written by Allison Schroeder (Mean Girls 2) and 
directed by Ted Melfi (the recent Bill Murray picture 
St. Vincent), Hidden Figures transports us to a 
nostalgic 1960s with the music of the day, figure- 
flattering A-line dresses, small town life scenes in 
small town Virginia, where the separation of whites 
and “coloreds” is as intentional and pervasive as the 
Mad Men-era crew cuts. 


From the opening scene of this sassy, sumptuous film 
in which a white police officer pulls his cruiser over 
to question three African-American ladies as they 
tinker with their stalled Chevy Impala, we get our first 
clue that these three musketeers are quite capable of 
fixing broken starters...and breaking social barriers. 


Each female character is on a mission (beyond the 
NASA launches they work on). Katherine, a brilliant 
mathematician, wants to be treated with respect from 
both her colleagues and suitor and given credit for 
her mind’s “computer” capabilities. Dorothy, who 
becomes NASA’s first African-American manager, 
wants a promotion that is past due. And Mary, who 
becomes NASA’s first black female engineer, simply 


“Moonlight” Feels Right 


The Academy Awards are approaching, and 
Florida should be taking notice. 


Moonlight is a frontrunner for several Oscars, 
coming in with eight nominations, but it has already 
been nominated for 250-some odd prestigious film 
awards, and has already won 96, including the 
Robert Altman Independent Spirit Award. 


This is a Florida film, born and raised—filmed in 
Miami, and written and directed by Florida State 
University alumnus Barry Jenkins. 


Beyond being proud of something that is winning 
critics awards left and right and maintaining 
a massive approval rating on sites like Rotten 
Tomatoes, this is an important moment for us as 
an art form and industry. 


See, film is art. It is also work for many people, 
and Florida is in a constant battle to maintain a 
film incentive program. Programs that pave the 
way for films and TV shows to want to set up shop 
in the Sunshine State give a major immediate and 
continual boost to our economy. 


When The Truman Show was filmed in my sleepy 
little beach town, we saw the impact—the heads 
in hotels, the locals hired, and the extra tourists 
curious about the film’s fictional town of Seahaven. 


The entertainment industry is connected to many 
corners, with fingers that reach out further than 
seats in movie theaters. Films like Moonlight, and 
the accolades it is earning, give me hope that 
Florida can continue to grow as an entertainment 
hub. 


MOONLIGHT 


Here’s to Moonlight. May the Oscars shine on you 
and Florida. 
- Nikki Hedrick 


This article originally appeared in slightly different 
form at 850me.com and is reprinted here with 
permission of the author. 
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wants the opportunity to earn an education to fulfill 
her potential. 


These are admirable goals many hard-working 
people still strive for today, but as African-American 
women in the segregated south in the ‘60s, pursuit 
of these elusive aspirations took as much tenacity 
and courage as the lunar landing. 


Adding to the drama of the film experience, this 
reviewer chose to see it on the day of the first Women’s 
March on Washington. From the million-plus crowds 
that gathered around the globe, it is clear that 50 
years later, women are still banding together to have 
their voices heard. 


Though there is work yet to be done to bridge race 
and gender gaps, thanks to Hidden Figures, three 
heroines—and their inspiring, real-life success 
stories—have found their rightful place in history 
and in our hearts. 


This is a hopeful, soaring film. Not only do you get 
to discover three impressive historical figures, you 
also get to see three Oscar-worthy performances from 
three amazing actresses. If we do the math, that’s six 
figures we'll bank on all day long. 


OPENING SOON 
IN THEATERS 


David Brent: Life on the Road. Ricky Gervais, Jo Hartley. 

Fifty Shades Darker. Dakota Johnson, Jamie Dornan. 

John Wick: Chapter 2. Since Keanu Reeves didn’t turn this 
sequel down, we're assuming it’s a helluva lot better than 
Speed 2: Cruise Control. 

The Lego Batman Movie. Here's hoping Christopher Nolan 
wasn't involved. 


A United Kingdom. David Oyelowo, Rosamund Pike. 


FEB. 17 


A Cure for Wellness. Dane DeHaan, Jason Isaacs. 
Fist Fight. |ce Cube, Charlie Day. 

The Great Wall. Matt Damon. Make Mexico pay for it. 
In Dubious Battle. Ed Harris, Robert Duvall. 

My Name Is Emily. Evanna Lynch, George Webster. 


UPCOMING DVD/BLU-RAY/ 
VOD RELEASES 


The Edge of Seventeen. Hailee Steinfeld, Woody Harrelson. 
Best Named-After-a-Stevie-Nicks-Song movie ever. 


Bad Santa 2. Billy Bob Thornton, Kathy Bates. Flop sequel 
to the holiday classic. Without the late great John Ritter 
and Bernie Mac, these guys are lost. 

Hacksaw Ridge. Mel Gibson's Oscar-nominated war Flick. 

Manchester by the Sea. Casey Affleck and Michelle 
Williams in another Academy Award contender. 


Source: www.rottentomatoes.com 


WWW.BEACHCOMBERDESTIN.COM Pace 33 


Cover Story 


Sandestin Gumbo Festival Serves 
Up Great Food and Good Times 
for Presidents Day Weekend 


a 


Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort announces 
great gumbo paired with first-rate fun at the Gulf 
Coast’s favorite winter food event—The 28th 
Annual Sandestin Gumbo Festival, Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 17 and 18. Visitors and gumbo- 
lovers from across the southeast are expected 
to join in the festivities during the extended 
Presidents Day weekend. 


The Sandestin Gumbo Festival has been known 
as one of the largest and most popular winter 
food events along Florida’s Emerald Coast. Now 
in its 28th year, the event takes over the Village of 
Baytowne Wharf during Presidents Day weekend. 


Kick off the weekend Friday at Hammerhead’s 
Bar & Grill with a delicious Baytowne Seafood 
Boil from 5 to 7 p.m. On Saturday from noon to 4 
p.m., enjoy live Zydeco music from Dikki Du and 
the Zydeco Krewe, family activities and the best 
gumbo cook-off on the Gulf Coast. 


“The festival’s atmosphere is fun and family 
friendly, with Zydeco music, face painting for 
kids, and most importantly, participants ready 
to win your vote,” says Village of Baytowne Wharf 
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events manager Julie Stuckey. “With so many 
local restaurants and different styles of gumbo 
represented, this is truly one of my favorite events 
at the village.” 


Festival guests can vote for People’s Choice awards 
in gumbo and become eligible for raffle items from 
the participating restaurants. After the People’s 
Choice honors are given, judges will award first, 
second and third place in participant categories, 
and even a Best Display. 


This year, event sponsor Community Broadcasters 
is awarding a $1,000 commercial prize package to 
their favorite gumbo. The awards ceremony will 
begin at approximately 4 p.m. 


9-22, 2017 
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Current participants include AJ’s Seafood 
and Oyster Bar, Bubba Gump’s, Bud & Alley’s 
Catering, Crab Island Cantina, Cabana Cafe, 
Captain Dave’s on the Gulf, Dockside Cafe & 
Oyster Bar, Dewey Destin, Elevated Electric, Harry 
T’s, Marina Bar and Grill, Marlin Grill, O’Quigley’s 
Seafood Steamer, Peaden, Tides of Sheraton Bay 
Point, Tailfins, Village Door and World of Beer. 


Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 on event 
day and are now available for purchase online at 
SandestinGumboFestival.com. Tickets are also 
available for purchase at Aloha Surf Company and 
the Sandestin Welcome Center’s front desk. 


The Sandestin Gumbo Festival is proud to partner 
with the Sandestin Foundation for Kids (SDFK), 
where a portion of the proceeds benefit SDFK’s 
causes and organizations that have the most 
impact and make a meaningful and positive 
difference in the lives of children. 


The Village of Baytowne Wharf invites local 
businesses and restaurants to join in the fun by 
becoming gumbo participants. Email contact@ 
baytownewharf.com for more information. 
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Food + Beverage > Just the Liquor Talking 


Wine Cellar Edition — 
Sweet Wines for Valentines 


By Bruce Collier 


I once managed a small wine store. 
The owners (a married couple) were 
wine enthusiasts, with a small library 
of wine books that I was encouraged to 
study when business got slow. We held 
weekly wine tastings, allowing me to 
taste and compare hundreds of wines. 
I picked up a little knowledge. 


Valentine’s Day is about showing your 
sweetheart love and care. Wine has all 
the romantic bases covered. Unlike 
distilled spirits, wine hums on a lower 
frequency. 


Whether you spend February 14 
dining at a restaurant or enjoying a 
romantic home-cooked dinner, wine 
offers a perfect ending, even if it played 
no part at all up to that point. Here 
are four examples of what are called 
“dessert” wines, sweet as love but less 
intoxicating. 


All were purchased locally. All were 
served chilled (one to two hours in the 
fridge). 


The first is from Hungary—Disznoko 
Tokaji Aszu 2007 ($37.99 for 500 ml), 
12.5 percent alcohol by volume (ABV). 
Tokaji (Toe-KYE) is legendary as Louis 
XV’s gift to his girlfriend Madame de 
Pompadour. Other fans included Peter 
the Great and Queen Victoria. It is 
credited with life-saving qualities and, 
yes, it’s reputedly an aphrodisiac. 


Made from Furmint and Harslevelu 
grapes that have been allowed to 
mold—a special “noble rot” called 
Botrytis cinerea—this wine has 12-15 
percent residual sugar. It’s a rich light 
amber color, with a thick, almost oily 
body. The initial slightly musty scent 
gives way to aromas of fruit syrup, 
pear and peach. As the chill subsides, 
there’s more body and a citrus acidity 
to balance the sweetness. 


Now to Germany’s Mosel region (in the 
store’s German section, those are the 
green bottles; the brown ones hail from 
the Rheingau), for Eiswein (“ice wine”), 
Dr. Pauly Bergweiler Noble House 
2008, ($24.99 for 375 ml), 9 percent 
ABV. Late-harvested Riesling grapes, 
allowed to freeze (but not to rot), are 
pressed when frozen, separating the 
concentrated (and sweet) juice from 
the ice. It’s a chancy, difficult process 
that translates itself into rarer (and 
pricier) wines. 


Eiswein is a darker straw color, witha 
honey-pear nose. It’s full bodied, and 
tastes of apricot, papaya, ripe nectarine, 
and honey, with a caramelized upside- 
down cake finish. It’s a sweetie, but 
with enough acidic tang to keep you 
reaching for another sip. 


You may know the name “Sauternes” 
from the labels of brown bag wines on 
the bottom shelf at the supermarket. 
Forget those. Sauternes is a place in 
Bordeaux that produces some of the 
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Illustration by Juan Francisco Adaro, adaroart.com. 


world’s most famous (and prized) sweet 
wines. I got a “little” vintage from one 
of the well known producers, a Petit 
Guiraud 2012 ($18.99 for 375 ml), 
13.5 percent ABV. 


The grapes of Sauternes are principally 
Semillon, Sauvignon Blanc and 
Muscadelle. Allowed to (nobly) rot, the 
grapes produce a relatively higher- 
alcohol wine that can last in bottle 
for many decades, maturing from 
pale straw color to reddish amber. At 
five years old, this one has pineapple 
acidity, with a full body. As it lost its 
chill, rich honey, peach and mango 
preserves slowly crept up. 


My introduction to Sauternes started 
back at the wine store, when a 
customer let me taste a glass of 
Chateau d’Yquem 1976 he’d just 
bought for $50 (375 ml). It remains the 
most memorable wine I’ve ever tasted. 
That same bottle of the 1976 is now 
selling for upwards of $400. 


I finished up in Portugal with my only 
red—Croft’s Reserve Tawny Port 
($19.99 for 750 ml), 20 percent ABV. 
Port wine is named for Oporto, an 
Atlantic seaport. The area is home to 
a legion of port “firms,” many of which 
sport British names. The Brits acquired 


a taste for port in the 18% century and 
have made it into a near-religious after- 
dinner ritual. The French, by contrast, 
like it before a meal. 


The firms buy the wine from area 
growers and blend, age and bottle 
it according to their own “house” 
standards. Port employs five principal 
grapes, and is “fortified,” meaning that 
brandy is added during fermentation. 
This halts the conversion of sugar into 
alcohol, resulting in a sweet, long- 
lasting wine. 


Croft’s Tawny is deep red with a 
brownish edge and the scent of raisin, 
strawberry preserves, and grape peel. 
The mouth feel is jammy and silky. I 
tasted blackberry, prune, dried cherries 
and blood orange marmalade. The 
wood it’s aged in adds a short tannic 
bite at the finish. This wine is hard to 
stop sipping, so my advice would be to 
start with it (like the French), cook with 
it (it makes a great deglazed pan sauce 
for sautéed pork or duck), and finish 
with it (like the British). 


Port is ideal with the English bleu 
cheese Stilton. Add raisins, walnuts 
and cream crackers and youll want to 
binge watch Downton Abbey. With luck, 
you won’t watch alone. 


By Joni Williams 


Tucked away in a small plaza across 
from Sam’s Club, the Fort Walton 
Beach Bowl isn’t readily visible from 
Beal Parkway. Even up close, it looks 
deceptively small and unassuming on 
the outside, distinguishable only by a 
couple of big pins and lettering. But once 
inside, you'll find a spacious bowling 
wonderland, brimming with things to do. 
And none of them will break the bank. 


It’s obvious more than a few people had 
no problem pinning down its location 
the night we were there, as the parking 
lot was literally filled to capacity. 
Once inside, we could see against the 
backdrop of a cheerful, flying pin mural, 
plenty of open lanes and stacks of 
brightly colored balls ready to roll. 


A game normally costs $3.50 for adults 
and $2.75 for kids and military members, 
who get a discount. The best deal, 
though, is on Friday and Saturday nights 
when Cosmic Bowling kicks off at 10, 
featuring unlimited bowling until closing 


for just $8.50. And the shoe rental fee 
is included, so no worries if you wander 
in wearing flip flops (but packing some 
socks is always a good idea). We were 
told to get there at 9:30 if we wanted to 
karaoke. And you know we do. 


At the far end of the lanes is a bustling, 
pass-through window where a steady 
stream of bowlers purchase beer and 
other drinks. A glass door to its right 
leads to a full-sized bar. When we peeked 
in, it looked like a scene straight out of 
the 1970s. We just had to go in. 


Done in dark woods and dim lighting 
punctuated by a bright overhead lamp 
spotlighting the billiards table, it had 
an enchanting kind of vintage feel that 
we loved. Undoubtedly a throwback to 
the bowl’s history, decades ago, as the 
Lucky Strike Lanes and Lounge, though 
it has since changed owners, locations 
and, of course, its name. 


The bartender definitely went the 
extra mile, patiently filling us in on 
bowl happenings while helping us 


navigate the beer list. The selections 
were surprisingly varied and included 
cans, bottles and draft. Pitchers priced 
at $7.75 offer a choice of Amber Bock, 
Shock Top, Coors, Miller, Mich or Bud. 
And if you’re looking for bargains, they 
got ‘em, with PBRs priced at $2.50 and 
an extra-tall can of Dos Equis for five 
bucks. 


They also have crafts and higher-end 
macro brews priced at $3.50 per bottle, 
such as Grayton’s 30A Beach Blonde, 
Leinenkugel’s lemony Summer Shandy, 
Heineken, Guinness, Corona, Angry 
Orchard and mas Dos Equis, both lager 
and amber. The newbie brew here is 
New Belgium’s deep, dark, chocolatey- 
coffeeish 1554. Yum! 


We went with their Citradelic IPA that’s 
plenty hoppy, not too piney and slightly 
bitter like a classic IPA should be, but 
with a gentle squeeze of tangerine. 
Though it’s full-flavored and definitely 


Rollin’ for Brews 


not a lightweight, it was somehow still 
smooth and highly drinkable. Definitely 
a good pick. 


Next to the lounge is a small snack 
bar with a big menu, filled with an 
array of delightful throwback eats 
like club sandwiches, patty melts and 
chili cheese dogs. They also have an 
assortment of burgers and fries starting 
at under $5. Pizzas appeared to be the 
house favorite, judging by the number 
of bowlers in Christmas-colored shoes 
whisking them away as quickly as they 
were made. 


We now understand why they’re open 
until late—most nights until around 
2 a.m. There’s so much to do, you can 
easily spend at least a few hours here 
and enjoy every minute of it. With good 
times, bargain prices and, best of all, 
a cool retro vibe, it’s obvious that the 
Fort Walton Beach Bowl is in a league 
all its own. 


JOIN US IN SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL NONPROFITS 


Emerald Coast hii Re: 


Wildlife Refuge 


Rescuing and Rehabilitating All Types of Native Florida Life 
ecwildliferefuge.com 
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Casual Gulf Front Dining 
The locals’ favorite since 1968! 
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IF your Favorite restaurant isn’t listed here, let us know by dropping an email to us at chris@beachcomberdestin.com! 


AMERICAN 


CALLAHAN’S A long-time favorite of Destin 
locals, Callahan’s Restaurant & Deli lives up to 
its name, offering one of the town’s most varied 
selections of deli sandwiches, salads, and Full-on 
meals, with everything from quiche to barbecue. 
Steaks and chops are a perennial favorite, along 
with comforting meals of pot roast, prime rib, 
seafood platters, and some fancier regular and 
special items. Lunch and dinner; beer, wine and 
mixed drinks, $3-20. 791 Harbor Blvd., Destin, 
850-837-6328/837-7171. www.callahansdestin. 
com. www.facebook.com/callahansdestin. 


CHARLIE'S BURGER BAR Destin's First true 
burger bar has it all- Burgers, Bourbon and Beer! 
Charlie’s has a selection of 17 different burgers 
from lamb, Black Angus, wild boar, bison, even 
Ostrich. IF you don’t want one of the already 
built burgers, make your own. Select the bun you 
would like, than the protein, pick your cheese 
and your sides. The soon to be famous deep 
fried pickles are to die For. Or live a little and go 
for Charlie’s Funky Fries topped with different 
types of cheeses. Happy hour daily from 3-6 p.m. 
Open at 3 p.m. Mon.-Fri.and 11 a.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. $3-32, HarborWalk Village, Destin, inside 
the Crab Island Cantina Complex, 850-424-7695. 
www.CharliesBurgerBar.com. 


HOOTERS Wings, shrimp, burgers and more. 
Open 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Sun.-Thu., 11 a.m.-1 a.m. 
Fri. and Sat. Happy hour Mon.-Fri., 3-6 p.m. and 
9 p.m.-close. 15015 Emerald Coast Parkway, 
Destin, 850-654-1007. hootersonline.com. 


LIN’S ASIAN CUISINE Enjoy carefully prepared 
and artfully served Chinese and Southeast Asian 
dishes in a pleasant and welcoming a.m.sphere. 
Chicken, beef, pork, duck, Fish and shellfish are 
cooked to suit most tastes, and Lin’s offers your 
favorites—General Tso’s chicken, Mongolian 
beef, pad thai, lo mein and kung pao, among 
many others. Beer and wine. $2-15. 130 Scenic 
Gulf Dr. #5B, Miramar Beach, 850-424-5888. 


BARBEQUE 


LILLIE’S Q Award-winning on the national level 
barbecue restaurant located at 9848 Hwy. 98 W., 
Miramar Beach, approximately seven miles east 
of the Mid Bay Bridge. We offer barbecue that 
represents all areas of the U.S., such as pulled 
pork, baby back ribs, smoked chicken breast 
and beef tri-tip (sliced sirloin). All meat products 
are slow smoked using natural wood and lump 
charcoal. Seven sauce choices with delicious 
side orders and the best banana pudding in the 
Panhandle. We offer a wrap around porch. No 
inside seating. Hours: Tue.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Call ahead orders welcomed! 850-654-3911. 


BREAKFAST & MORE 


ANOTHER BROKEN EGG CAFE is the Emerald 
Coast's premier breakfast, brunch and lunch 
destination. Sip on one of our award-winning, 
house infused Bloody Marys while you dine on 
breakfast classics, memorable brunch dishes 
or lunchtime favorites. Grand Boulevard — 755 
Grand Boulevard, Suite B-107, Miramar Beach, 
850-424-3416. Sandestin —- 9100 Baytowne 
Wharf Boulevard, Suite A-4, 850-622-2050. www. 
anotherbrokenegg.com. 


ASIAGO'S SKILLET There's no place like it. Open 
daily From midnight till noon. Try your hand at our 
one-of-a-kind Crab Cake Benny, mouth watering 
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Bananas Foster French Toast or our classic 
American Breakfast. We've got something For 
everyone. Plus, don't miss out on our Build Your 
Own Bloody Mary Bar, complete with infused 
vodkas, every weekend. Truly breakfast at its 
best. 110 Amberjack Drive, Okaloosa Island, 
850-586-7998. New location in Destin! 300 
Harbor Blvd., 850-424-4160. www.facebook. 
com/asiago.skillet. 


BLUE COLLAR CAFE Mace to order breakfast 
and lunch served all day. House made bagels. 
Full coffee bar with Maas coffee and espresso 
roasted at the cafe. Home of the Famous BOB 
(breakfast on a bagel) and New York style lox 
and house-mixed cream cheese. Salads and sides, 
homemade scones and sweets. Open Mon.-Fri., 
7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 104 
Hollywood Blvd. SW, Fort Walton Beach. 


THE DONUT HOLE Breakfast, donuts, 
sandwiches, salads, burgers and more. 635 U.S. 
98 E, Destin, 850-837-8824. 


THE DONUT HOLE 6745 U.S. 98 W, Santa Rosa 
Beach, 850-267-3239. 


THE DONUT HOLE 12983 U.S. 98 E, Inlet Beach, 
850-213-3127. 


THE LOCAL MARKET Open 7 a.m.-3 p.m. daily. 
Fresh pressed juices, coffee, breakfast, gourmet 
sandwiches, homemade ice cream and more. 950 
Gulf Shore Drive, Destin, 850-460-8979. 


THE PANCAKERY Serving breakfast and lunch 
daily from 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. Featuring build your 
own pancakes and omelettes! Waffles, French 
Toast, crepes, benedicts, bananas Foster and all 
traditional breakfast items. Also, lunch menu 
includes sandwiches, burgers, salads, wraps, and 
loaded potatoes. Now serving bloody marys, 
mimosas and cold beer. 960 Hwy 98 East, Suite 
104, Destin. 850-269-0791. 


TOMMY MATTONIE'S Looking for upscale 
breakfast options? We offer 13 different Eggs 
Benedicts and numerous specialty waffles. 
Trip Advisor honored us with a Certificate of 
Excellence For 2015. Our list of New Orleans 
style po-boys for lunch is just as extensive as the 
Eggs Benedict selections. We serve only local 
fresh bay shrimp and offer some of the best 
slow smoked BBQ in FWB. We also serve salads, 
Floribbean tacos, soups and daily specials. Check 
Facebook for our daily specials. Open 6 a.m. to 
2 p.m. every day except Mondays. Located at 
723 Eglin Parkway NE in FWB near the Shalimar 
Bridge. 850-862-0895. www.tommymattonies. 
com. 


BURGERS 


CHARLIE’S BURGER BAR Burgers, bourbon 
and beer. Pick From 18 burgers or build your 
own. Over 50 beers and bourbons, Funky French 
fries, milk shakes For all ages. Located at 2 Harbor 
Blvd. in HarborWalk Village’s Crab Island Cantina 
Complex, Destin, 850-424-7695. 


CASUAL DINING 


FUDPUCKER’S BEACHSIDE BAR & GRILL - 
DESTIN Find out why Fudpucker’s is #1 for 
Food and Fun. Fud’s has offered great Food, 
live alligators and world Famous t-shirts in a 
Fun filled Family atmosphere since 1982. Family 
entertainment is offered nightly with The 
Fudnominals interactive dance team, and 
Teen Night is held every Thursday and Friday. 
Download the Fud app for daily deals on Food, 
drinks and merchandise. 20001 Emerald Coast 
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Parkway, across from Henderson Beach State 
Park. Call 850-654-4200 or visit us at www. 
Fudpucker.com. 


HOG’S BREATH CAFE A local Favorite located in 
the heart of Destin, Hog’s Breath offers a varied 
menu selection, from seafood tacos to BBQ 
platters. Sit inside or enjoy the beautiful Emerald 
Coast weather, all while listening to live local 
entertainment. Fun for the entire family. Open 
daily, 11 a.m. until 2 a.m. 541 Harbor Blvd., Destin, 
850-837-5991. “Hog’s Breath is better than no 
breath at all!” www.hogsbreath.com/destin. 


CATERING 


BIG RED TRUCK Specializing in private events 
and full service catering. 850-737-1185. www. 
destinfoodtrucks.com. 


COFFEE SHOPS 


MAAS COFFEE ROASTERS Fresh roasted 
beans of origin, roasted in different profiles. 
Specialty coffee roasters for 10 years. “Once 
you go Maas, you'll never go ‘Bucks!” Fresh 
made pastries and bagels, FREE WiFi. Open 
Mon.-Sat., 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
150 Miracle Strip Parkway, Fort Walton Beach, 
across from the Indian Temple Mound Museum. 
850-585-0496. 


CONTEMPORARY 


BUD & ALLEY’S This Seaside perennial just 
keeps getting better. Lunch and dinner daily, 
with a varying menu offering grilled, roasted, 
and sautéed fish and shellfish, quail, chicken, 
pork, and plenty of interesting accompaniments. 
Full bar, $4-34. 2236 CR30A East, Seaside, 
850-231-5900. 


LOUIS LOUIS Louis Louis is another dining hit. 
This “sister” restaurant to the famous Red Bar 
offers a short but all-star menu of fish, chicken, 
pork, crab cakes and pasta entrees, served in 
Fat portions by a friendly staff. Do whatever you 
have to do, but don’t skip dessert. Colorful décor, 
comfy tables, Full bar, $5-25. 35 Mussett Bayou 
Rd., Santa Rosa Beach, 850-267-1500. 


ECLECTIC 


CAFE THIRTY-A Cafe Thirty-A has been here 
a while. Finding out why can be a delicious 
experience. A nightly-changing menu offers 
steaks, chicken, pork, lamb, and local seafood 
elegantly prepared with imaginative sauces 
and sides, courteously served in a beautiful 
beach-house a.m.sphere. Lobster bisque, stone 
crab claws, seasonal Fish and shellfish, and wood 
oven-baked pizzas. Full bar. $8-36. 3899 E. Scenic 
Highway 30-A, Seagrove Beach, 850-231-2166. 


THE RED BAR The place to go—and say you 
went—in Grayton Beach. The Red Bar offers 
breakfast, lunch and dinner, with a short 
but expertly prepared menu of sandwiches, 
soup and salads For lunch, chicken, local fish, 
pasta and crab cakes for dinner. The apple 
dumpling will haunt you, in a good way. 
Live music, and more local color than you'll 
know what to do with. Full bar, $4-21. 70 
Hotz Avenue, Grayton Beach, 850-231-1008. 
www.theredbar.com. 


VIN'TIJ Wine boutique and bistro. Wonderful 
food, service and a.m.sphere. Great approach to 
wine service offering Flight or tasters of unique 
varietals. Open daily for lunch or dinner plus 
a well stocked retail wine shop. $5-19, 10859 
Emerald Coast Pkwy, Destin, 650-9820. 


FOOD TRUCKS 


BIG RED TRUCK Gulf to table certified seafood, 
fresh Fish tacos, high end comfort Food on 
the move. We specialize in private events 
and full service catering. Daily specials and 
locations on Facebook. 850-737-1185. www. 
destinfoodtrucks.com. 


GERMAN/AMERICAN 


FOKKERS PUB German sausages and homemade 
schnitzels go great with German beer! Brick oven 
pizza, grilled or fried wings, burgers, sandwiches 
and salad bar —there’s something For everyone! 
Live music Wednesdays and Fridays. Located at 
215 Miracle Strip Pkwy SE Unit #1 in Downtown 
Fort Walton Beach. 850-244-6666. 


HEALTHY DINING 


GEORGE'S AT ALYS BEACH Established in 
2008, George's has offered regional coastal Fare 
infused with global Flavors to the quaint town 
of Alys Beach. We craft all of our dishes using 
locally sourced organic produce and the Freshest 
seafood available, and present each with a 
generous helping of love. Our dishes Fall into two 
categories—Behave and Misbehave. The Behave 
section features organic, spa-inspired dishes, 
while the Misbehave side touts traditional beach 
fare like Fried seafood baskets and po-boys. 
The menu is rounded out with a thoughtfully 
curated wine list and a selection of decadent 
desserts. Our charming beach cottage provides 
the perfect backdrop for a casual dinner with 
friends and Family. Dine indoors in our airy yet 
cozy dining room, or soak in the beautiful Florida 
sunshine on our front deck or screened porches. 
Open 11 a..-3 p.m. and 5-9 p.m. 30 Castle 
Harbour Dr., Panama City Beach, 850-641-0017, 
georgesatalysbeach.net. 


JOHNNY MCTIGHE'’S Ireland on Scenic 30-A, a 
unique outpost of Food and drink in Santa Rosa 
Beach. McTighe’s opens at 11 a.m. and closes 
at 2 a.m. the next day. In between, the all-day 
menu offers an Irish grand slam of a breakfast, 
fish and chips, wings, pizza, and an array of hearty 
sandwiches, including Irish reuben, Philly cheese 
steak, burgers, chicken and hot dogs. There’s 
even Maine lobster bisque. Full bar, $4-21.2298 
Scenic Highway 30-A West, Santa Rosa Beach, 
850-267-0101. www.johnnymctighesirishpub. 
com. 


ITALIAN 


TUSCANY ITALIAN BISTRO Authentic 
Italian cuisine includes pasta, Freshest 
seafood, tender veal and more. A true 
taste of Italy--beautiful Italian decor with 
handpainted murals. Live Entertainment by 
Eclipse (Don and Amanda), Special Happy Hour 
from 5-8. 36178 Emerald Coast Pkwy. Next to 
City Market in Destin. 850-650-2451. 


LATIN / MEXICAN 


CRAB ISLAND CANTINA Traditional and 
not so traditional Mexican and Latin Food, 
featuring snapper enchiladas, grouper tacos, 
and award-winning seafood chorizo gumbo. 
Great selection of seafood dishes and Black 
Angus steaks, and all are big portions so make 
sure you're hungry. Spacious dining area, 
multiple bars, even a Fountain, plus the view 
of Destin Bridge and the East Pass. Full bar, 
wide choice of margaritas and beers, $4-28, 


oe 


HarborWalk Village, Destin, inside the Crab 
Island Cantina Complex. 850-424-7417. www. 
CrablslandCantina.com. 


LA COCINA MEXICAN GRILL & BAR Since 
2009, La Cocina has served traditional Tex-Mex 
fare with a coastal twist in a fun, Festive 
atmosphere. We prepare all of our dishes From 
scratch using the Freshest ingredients available. 
La Cocina is nestled between Rosemary Beach 
and Alys Beach in Seacrest Beach. Menu 
highlights include Tacos de Camerones with 
grilled shrimp, shredded lettuce, habanero 
pickled onions and feta cheese; the Pollo 
Fundido with shredded chicken and sour 
cream (chimichanga style) topped with cheese; 
and the Lobster Quesadilla with lobster, crab, 
shrimp and cheese topped with chipotle aioli 
and Fruit salsa. Saturdays and Sundays, enjoy 
$7 specialty cocktails during Football season. 
Open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. and 5-9 p.m. 10343 East 
CR-30A, Panama City Beach, 850-231-4021, 
lacocina30a.net. 


LA PAZ offers just about anything you’d want 
from aMexican-Southwestern kitchen, including 
tamales, tacos, Fajitas, burritos, enchiladas and 
quesadillas, plus a thoughtfully prepared list of 
grilled local Fish and shellfish and imaginative 
spins on classics. Daily dinner specials, Full 
bar. $15-25. 950 Gulf Shore Drive, Destin, 
850-837-2247. www.lapazdestin.com. 


PEPITO’S MEXICAN GRILL An enormous 
menu, plenty of room, anda Friendly staff make 
Pepito’s a good bet for a Mexican snack or Feast. 
Traditional and unusual fare includes carnitas, 
enchiladas, Fajitas, vegetarian dishes, steaks 
and seafood specialties. $4-19. 757 Harbor 
Blvd, Destin, 650-7734. Additional locations in 
Bluewater Bay and Fort Walton Beach. www. 
mypepitos.com. 


CRUST PIZZERIA We strive to make the 
very best pizza. We make our own dough 
and sauce and grate the Finest whole milk 
mozzarella. We make our own meatballs, slice 
the Italian sweet sausages, chop the fresh 
vegetables, then assemble your pizza just For 
you and bake it to perfection in a brick oven. 
Eat-in, takeout and delivery. Wine and craft 
beers. Open Mon.-Sat., 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.; 
Sundays, 4-10 p.m. 104 Harbor Blvd., Destin, 
850-460-2990. destincrustpizzeria.com. 


CRUST PIZZERIA Pizza, calzones, pasta, salads, 
desserts and more made Fresh. Wine and craft 
beers. Open 11 a.m.-9 p.m. daily. 433 Page 
Bacon Rd., Mary Esther, 850-737-2121. 


CRUST PIZZERIA Pizza, calzones, pasta, salads, 
desserts and more made Fresh. Wine and craft 
beers. Open 11 a.m.-9 p.m. daily. 1826 Lewis 
Turner Blvd., Fort Walton Beach, 850-737-2299. 


LANDSHARK'’S PIZZA Daily happy hour 
3-6 p.m. and Full liquor bar plus award-winning 
pizza and wings. 360 Harbor Blvd., Destin, 
850-460-6743. www.LandsharksPizza.com. 


MELLOW MUSHROOM PIZZA BAKERY Widely, 
wildly assorted menu of stone baked pizzas, 
hoagies, calzones, salads, and specialty items. 
Pizzas traditional and exotic include pesto, jerk 
chicken, gourmet white, and Magical Mystery 
Tour. Colorful psychedelic décor and friendly 
service. $4-25. 960 Hwy 98E, Sunsations Plaza, 
Destin, 650-6420. 


REDBRICK PIZZA Fresh Fire-roasted pizzas, 
fhazani sandwiches and gourmet Italian gelato 


Ice cream. We use only Qualita superior Italian 
cheeses and premium ingredients. Savor 
the passion of a century-old Italian tradition. 
Locations are Destin Commons next to Rave 
Motion Pictures, 850-424-5990; and Pier Park, 
Panama City Beach, 850-236-1413. Hours are 
Sun.-Thurs., 11. a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fri. and Sat., 
11 a.m.to10 p.m. 


THE BACK PORCH Experience open air dining 
with the best view of the Gulf of Mexico. Serving 
grouper, oysters, fried crab claws and our famous 
char-grilled amberjack. Lunch and dinner. Open 
daily From 11 a.m. 1740 Old Highway 98 East, 
Destin. On U.S. 98 across from the Track, turn at 
the Hampton Inn, drive about 1/4 mile, and you'll 
find us on the right side. www.theback-porch. 
com. 850-837-2022. 


CAPT. DAVE’S ON THE GULF A tradition 
since 1977, Capt. Dave's is a go-to place for the 
kind of seafood that made this area Famous. A 
time-tested selection of fried, grilled, and broiled 
fish, shellfish, steaks and chicken, with house and 
seasonal specialties. Full bar. $5-25. 3796 Scenic 
Hwy 98, Destin, 850-837-2627. 


GRANDE VISTA BAR & GRILL Located in the 
Emerald Grande. Open daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m. For 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. Grande Vista Bar 
& Grill has delicious local seafood, signature 
sandwiches and mouth-watering burgers. Enjoy 
casual or business lunch inside or poolside 
overlooking the Destin Harbor. Enjoy special 
drink prices inside or outside at our poolside 
bar. The view from our pool deck is simply 
breathtaking. Half-priced drinks daily, 4-6 p.m. 
10 Harbor Blvd., Destin, 850-337-8100 x1550. 
inFfo@emeraldgrande.com. 


HARBOR DOCKS on the historic Destin Harbor 
has been serving simply prepared Gulf to 
table seafood From its own market since 
1979. Offering hearty breakfasts, a lunch 
menu featuring blue plate specials alongside 
authentic Thai dishes, and the area’s best 
sushi by world famous Chef Yoshie Eddings. In 
addition to traditional Gulf seafood dishes, there 
is something for everyone. 538 Harbor Blvd., 
Destin, 850-837-2506. harbordocks.com. 


HARRY T'S LIGHTHOUSE Located in HarborWalk 
Village right on the beautiful Destin Harbor, 
Harry T’s has something for all ages! With entrees 
ranging from Fresh local seafood to our gourmet 
hamburgers, there’s something For everyone! 
Voted Best Place to Watch the Sunset four years 
in a row, our outside deck offers an unparalleled 
view of the Destin Harbor. Mega Happy Hour 
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 46 Harbor Blvd., Destin, 
850-654-4800. info@harryts.co. 


LOCAL CATCH has established itself as a Hot 
Spot for Fresh coastal cuisine with superior 
customer service. Dine in daily from 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. and enjoy Happy Hour Mon.-Fri., 3-5 p.m. 
Join us every Sunday for live music from 3 to 
7 p.m. 3711 West Scenic Highway 30A, Santa 
Rosa Beach, 850-622-2022. www.localcatch30a. 
com. 


OLD BAY STEAMER Wide variety of Fresh 
steamed seafood served in every imaginable 
combination. Choose from crab, shrimp, 
lobster, oysters, clams, mussels, and Fresh catch 
of the day. Pasta and steak/seafood pairings 
also offered. Friendly, efficient service. Open 
daily For dinner, with full bar. $4-27, 102 Santa 
Rosa Blvd., Okaloosa Island, 664-2795. 


Se 


Chefs Up Close 
Kevin Wynn 


The Black Pearl, Okaloosa Island 


CULINARY IDOL: It’s so easy to say 
Bourdain or some other celeb chef, 
but my mother is the greatest cook I 
have ever been around. She is a true 
inspiration to me. Everything I make, 
I want my mother to be proud of it. 


SIGNATURE DISH: I don’t feel like I 
have a signature dish. Signature dish 
feels so pretentious. I like to cook 
tasty food that makes people smile. 


MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENT: 
Cassie, my girlfriend. The fact that 
she puts up with my life and loves 
me. I cannot imagine a greater 


accomplishment than convincing 
Cassie to be with me. She is truly 
everything to me. 


GUILTY PLEASURE: The easy 
answer is tacos, which I love. But my 
real guilty pleasure is finding really 
good restaurants in other cities that 
are highly acclaimed and desperately 
trying to impress. I want to be wowed, 
and I seldom am, so I guess I’m 
guilty about being so critical. But it’s 
pleasurable to go out and try. 


More about Kevin in this issue’s News 
from Beachcomberland. 


Chili Scenes of Winter 


HarborWalk Village 
in Destin got hot and 
messy Saturday, Feb. 
4, for the Emerald 
Coast Parrot Head 
Club’s Chili Cook-Off 
benefiting the Arc of 
the Emerald Coast. 
Congratulations 
to the big winners 
and all of this year’s 
participants. 


More about the Parrot 
Heads on page 25. 


FIRST PLACE 
Crab Island 
Cantina 


SECOND PLACE 
Jimmy Buffett’s 
Margaritaville 


THIRD PLACE 
(Tie) 
Landshark’s 
Pizza 
Harry T’s 
Lighthouse 


AMATEUR 

DIVISION 

Legendary 
Marine 


PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE 
Jackacudas 
Seafood and 
Sushi 
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ORIGINAL WATERFRONT CRAB SHACK 
Located on the water. The Crab Shack serves 
crab, shrimp, oysters, mussels, scallops 
and assorted local Fish in an informal and 
Family-Friendly a.m.sphere. Crab steamer 
buckets, fried seafood baskets, sandwiches and 
po-boys, and some land-based items. Open daily 
for lunch and dinner. Daily specials, inside and 
outside dining. Full bar. $3-45. 104 Miracle Strip 
Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach. 850-664-0345. 


POMPANO JOE'S Come on in for some fun and 
fresh seafood with a very exciting Flavor. Try 
our Famous reggae rolls and our garlic crusted 
grouper! Lunch and dinner. Open daily From 
11 a.m. 2237 Scenic Gulf Highway, Destin. Take 
Holiday Road South, turn right on scenic Hwy. 
98, drive down about two blocks, and you'll Find 
us on the left side. www.pompano-joes.com. 
850-837-2224. 


SALTWATER GRILL We provide a relaxing, 
casual atmosphere designed to heighten the 
enjoyment of our customers’ dining experience. 
Most of our tables have entertaining views of a 
25,000-gallon aquarium Filled with exotic fish. 
Become mesmerized by the soothing sounds of 
Michael Rorah, our singing pianist, who plays 
Tuesday through Saturday evenings. Lobsters 
available for viewing and choosing at the Front of 
the restaurant. Open 4-10 p.m. 1100 Hutchinson 
Blvd., Panama City Beach, 850-230-2739, 
saltwatergrillpcb.com. 


STINKY’S FISH CAMP Seafood is king at this 
informal Santa Rosa Beach eatery. Oysters “all 
ways,” crawfish pie, catfish or frog legs meuniere, 
and gumbo are just a Few of the Louisiana-inspired 
dishes. Service is friendly and attentive. Open 
daily 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Serving brunch on Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Beer, wine and live music 
at Stinky’s Bait Shack From 6 to 9 p.m. 5960 Scenic 
Highway 30A, Santa Rosa Beach, 850-267-3053. 


STEAKS 


MCGUIRE’S IRISH PUB OF DESTIN One 
of America’s Great Steak Houses. Feasting, 
Imbibery and Debauchery. We are known for 
great Food, exceptional service, our own craft 
brewed beers, and fun live entertainment. Open 
LATE, from 11 a.m. to 1:45 a.m. seven days a 
week. 33 U.S. 98, Destin, 850-650-0000, www. 
mcguiresirishpub.com. 


850.267.2305 | vueon30a.com i 
4801 WeHwy 30A | Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459 


RUTH’S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE serves the 
finest aged, corn-Fed USDA Prime beef. Broiled 
in a trademark 1,800° broiler and served on 
a plate heated to 500 degrees, your steak is 
presented sizzling hot at your table. Happy hour 
daily from 5 to 7 p.m. in any of our three bars, 
including the new East Bar. We boast an array 
of private event spaces, our own private billiard 
room, valet parking, and live entertainment 
five nights a week from Billboard-charting 
recording artist Michael J Thomas (upon 
availability). Open seven days a week at 5 p.m. 
For reservations, call 850-837-RUTH (7884) or 
visit www.RuthsChrisDestin.com. 


SALTWATER GRILL Open 4-10 p.m. 1100 
Hutchinson Blvd., Panama City Beach, 
850-230-2739, saltwatergrillpcb.com. 


SEAGAR’S PRIME STEAKS & SEAFOOD 
The area’s First AAA 4-Diamond restaurant 
specializing in the Finest prime beef and Freshest 
seafood available. Private dining Facilities and 
wine room with more than 800 labels. Features 
tableside preparations and live piano nightly. 
Reservations recommended. 622-1500. $10-50, 
4000 Sandestin Blvd., at the Hilton Sandestin. 
www.SeagarsDestin.com 


JACKACUDAS SEAFOOD & SUSHI is a 
locally-owned seafood and sushi restaurant 
overlooking the historic Destin Harbor. The 
name derives From a Famous fishing hole located 
34 miles southwest of the Destin Harbor at 
30'04.250N and 87'02.125W. Specializing in 
fresh, locally sourced seafood and products 
to provide our guests with classic Gulf Coast 
seafood dishes with New South culinary 
preparation. Open daily, 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 56 
Harbor Blvd., Destin, 850-424-3507. www. 
jackacudas.com. 


OSAKA JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE AND 
SUSHI BAR 34745 Emerald Coast Pkwy, Destin, 
650-4688. 


OSAKA SUSHI ROCKS It’s the little Sushi 
house on the Lagoon. Osaka Sushi Rocks offers 
an extensive list of sushi, sashimi, and rolls, 
both classic and regional specialties. Friendly, 
serene a.m.sphere. Tempura, noodles and 
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teriyaki Favorites also available. Wine and beer. 
$4-50. 108 Cannery Lane, Village of Baytowne 
Wharf, 351-1006. 


VKI JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE, SUSHI BAR & 
HIBACHI Serving authentic Japanese cuisine. 
Come in and enjoy Fresh seafood, chicken, pork 
and beef cooked to suit most tastes. We offer 
Hibachi, Teriyaki, Tempura, Katsu, Japanese 
noodles and fresh Sushi. Beer, wine and 
sake. Happy hour, 4:40-6:30 p.m. Open seven 
days a week—lunch, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; dinner, 
4:30-9:30 p.m. 4552 U.S. 98 Suite 1 & 2, Santa 
Rosa Beach, 850-267-2555. Gift certificates 
available. 


TAPAS AND WINE 


LA CREMA TAPAS AND CHOCOLATE 
Spanish-inspired tapas restaurant featuring 
unique tapas and Spanish wines. The European 
vibe provides a relaxing atmosphere where we 
encourage guests to share dishes, converse 
and enjoy Rosemary Beach living. Open 
11 a.m.-9 p.m. 38 Main St., Rosemary Beach, 
850-624-7282, lacrematapas.com. 


WATERFRONT DINING 


CRAB ISLAND CANTINA Traditional and 
not so traditional Mexican and Latin food, 
featuring snapper enchiladas, grouper tacos, and 
award-winning seafood chorizo gumbo. Great 
selection of seafood dishes and Black Angus 
steaks, and all are big portions so make sure 
you're hungry. Spacious dining area, multiple 
bars, even a fountain, plus the view of Destin 
Bridge and the East Pass. Full bar, wide choice of 
margaritas and beers, $4-28, HarborWalk Village, 
Destin, inside the Crab Island Cantina Complex. 
850-424-7417. www.CrablislandCantina.com. 


FUDPUCKER’S BEACHSIDE BAR & GRILL - 
OKALOOSA ISLAND Find out why Fudpucker’s 
is #1 for Food and Fun. Fud’s has offered great 
food, live alligators and world famous t-shirts 
since 1982m and our waterfront location across 
from the Ramada Plaza has it all—Fat Daddy's 
Arcade, Escape Zone 60, Maximum Magic 
Dinner Show and Fudpucker’s Watersports 
where you can rent a jet ski, paddleboard or 
pontoon boat. You'll also find charter boats, 
the “Puc Dat” airboat and the Cattywampus 
Catamaran on our docks at Bayside Marina. 1318 
Miracle Strip Parkway. Call 850-243-3833 or visit 
us at www.fudpucker.com. 


JIMMY BUFFETT'S MARGARITAVILLE From a 
volcano flowing with Margaritas to suspended 
airplanes, Margaritaville is more than arestaurant; 
it's a state of mind. Open daily, 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Five O'Clock Somewhere celebration Mon.-Thu., 
4-7 p.m. 76 Harbor Blvd., Destin, 850-460-7700. 
www.margaritavilledestin.com. 


LUCY BUFFETT’S LULU’S DESTIN is located 
next to the Mid Bay Bridge and Legendary 
Marine on the Choctawhatchee Bay in beautiful 
Destin, Florida. A little off the beaten path, 
but we like a little more room to breathe. 
Specializing in the BEST Burgers in Paradise, 
Southern Favorites and Lucy’s own GUMBO 
LOVE! Family friendly! Come by boat, anchor and 
wade in or call For our boat shuttle. Open daily 
at 11 a.m. Live music nightly. Separate allergy 
menu. Beach for the kids to play, Fountain of 
Youth, LuLu’s Gift Shop. 850-710-LULU (5858). 
www.lulubuffett.com/destin. 


VUE ON 30A showcases one of the best views 
for dining in all of South Walton. Open to the 
public and serving lunch, dinner, happy hour 
and Sunday brunch. Named “Best Restaurant 


of 2014” by The Beachcomber, Vue on 30a 
offers the ultimate dining experience. Open for 
Sunday brunch, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; lunch Tue.-Sat., 
11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; happy hour Tue.-Sat., 3-6 p.m.; 
dinner Tue.-Sat., 4:30-8:30 p.m. Two for one 
entrée specials Wed.-Sat., 4:30-6 p.m. 4801 
Scenic Highway 30A, Santa Rosa Beach, 
850-267-2305. www.Vueon30a.com. 


WINE BARS 


45 CENTRAL WINE BAR Tucked away in 
Seaside’s bustling Central Square, 45 Central 
offers a calm and relaxing atmosphere perfect 
for unwinding after a busy vacation day 
or a long day at work. Over 45 different 
wines available by the glass, bottle or case. 


Exclusive vintages sold by the glass using 
Coravin Wine Technology. Small plates of 
seasonal and regional pairings created daily by 
award-winning chef and owner Jim Shirley. 
Check us out online for wine classes, events 
and specials at Fortyfivecentral.com. 45 
Central Square, Seaside, 850-231-4545. Open 
2 p.m.-midnight seven days a week. 


Where to Spend Your Happy Hours in Beachcomberland 


If your bar isn’t listed here, you need to email chris@beachcomberdestin.com immediately! 


THE BEACH HOUSE 

4009 S. Sandestin Blvd., Miramar Beach 
850-608-6300 

RelaxDrinkEat.com 

When: 4-7 p.m. daily. 

Drink Specials: $4 Bud Light on tap and house 
wine, $5 well drinks, $6 Food menu. 


CRAB ISLAND CANTINA 

HarborWalk Village, Destin 

850-424-7417 

When: Everyday from 3 to 6 p.m. 

Drink Specials: $4 house margaritas, $3 well 
drinks and house wine, $3 Corona, Corona 
Light, Bud Light and Miller Lite. 


CAMILLE’S CAFE 

2931 Scenic Highway 98, Destin 
850-337-8860 

When: 3-5 p.m. daily. 

Drink Specials: Lots, including Camille's 
Signature Sangria. Plus a stunning view of 
the Gulf. 


FISHHEADS 

HarborWalk Village, Destin 

When: 6-8 p.m. daily. 

Drink Specials: $1 off premium drafts and 
Drink of the Day. 


FOKKER’S PUB 

215 Miracle Strip Parkway SE Unit #1, Fort 
Walton Beach 

850-244-6666 

When: 3-7 p.m. daily; 3 p.m.-close Tuesdays. 
Drink Specials: Everything half price except 
Bushwhackers and high end bourbons. 


45 CENTRAL WINE BAR 

45 Central Square, Seaside 

850-231-4545 

fortyfivecentral.com 

When: 4-6 p.m. daily. Paella nights Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 

Drink Specials: Half off wine by the glass, 
$1 off beer. 


FUDPUCKER’S BEACHSIDE BAR & GRILL 
20001 Emerald Coast Parkway, Destin 
850-654-4200 

When: All day long. 

Drink Specials: Smirnoff martinis $4.99 all 
day every day. World Famous Fudpucker Punch 
$5.99, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily deals with download 
of the Fud app. 


FUDPUCKER’S BEACHSIDE BAR & GRILL 
1318 Miracle Strip Parkway, Okaloosa Island 
When: All day long. 

Drink Specials: Smirnoff martinis $4.99 all 
day every day. World Famous Fudpucker Punch 
$5.99, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily deals with download 
of the Fud app. 
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GRANDE VISTA 

Emerald Grande, HarborWalk Village, Destin 
850-337-8100, ext. 1550 

When: 4-6 p.m. daily. 

Drink Specials: All drinks half off (except 
bottles of wine and Drink Special of the Day), 
plus specially priced apps. 


HARRY T’S 

HarborWalk Village, Destin 

850-654-4800 

When: Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.-7 p.m.—downstairs 
bar only. 

Drink Specials: Half off drinks. 


HOG’S BREATH SALOON 

541 Harbor Blvd., Destin 

850-837-5991 

When: 11 a.m.-7 p.m. and 10 p.m. to close, 
Mon.-Fri. 

Drink Specials: Half off wells and calls, $1 Bud 
Light draft, $1 off domestic beer and wines. 


JACKACUDAS 

HarborWalk Village, Destin 

850-424-3507 

When: Monday-Friday, 3-6 p.m. Sushi bar and 
bar area only. Bonzai Wednesdays, 6 p.m.-close 
with half price sake, house wine, apps and 
sushi rolls. 

Drink Specials: Half-price hot sake carafes, 
house wine pours, select draft beers and select 
apps, plus $5 California rolls, spicy krab rolls 
and crunch salmon rolls. 


JIMMY BUFFETT’S MARGARITAVILLE 
HarborWalk Village, Destin 

850-460-7700 

When: Monday-Friday, 10 p.m.-close. 

Drink Specials: $3 14-ounce Bud Light or 
Landshark draft, $4 Barefoot cabernet and 
chardonnay, $5 “Who's to Blame” margaritas 
and “5 O’Clock Somewhere” cocktails. 


LANDSHARK'S PIZZA 
300 Harbor Blvd., Destin 
850-424-6743 
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When: 3-6 p.m. daily. 
Drink Specials: $1 off well drinks, $2.25 
domestic drafts and bottles, $4 wine. 


LA PAZ 

950 Gulf Shore Drive, Destin 

850-837-2247 

When: 4-6 p.m. daily. 

Drink Specials: $5 top shelf Margaritas, FREE 
chips and salsa. 


LUCY BUFFETT'S LULU’S 

4607 Legendary Marina Drive, Destin 
850-710-LULU (5858) 

When: Monday-Friday, 3-6 p.m. 

Drink Specials: $2 select drafts, $8 pitchers, 
$3 glass house wines, $4 rocks house 
Margaritas, $6 frozen house Margaritas and 
Daiquiris. 


RED DOOR SALOON 

Destin 

When: Mon.-Fri., 3-7 p.m., $1 off beer, wine 
and wells. Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m., 
two-for-one wells and beer. 


SAMMY'S 

1224 Santa Rosa Blvd., Fort Walton Beach 
When: Early happy hour, 1-6 p.m. Late 
night happy hour, 2-4 a.m. Never a cover 
charge For escorted women, military, or 
restaurant-hotel-bar employees. 

Drink Specials: Early happy hour—two for $5 
well drinks, $10 buckets of beer, two-for-one 
shot specials, no cover charge. Late night 
happy hour—two for $6 well drinks, $12 
buckets of beer, two-for-one shot specials, no 
cover charge after 3 a.m. 


VUE ON 30A 

4801 West County Highway 30A, 
Santa Rosa Beach 

850-267-2305 

When: Seven days a week, 3-6 p.m. 

Drink Specials: $5 house wine and discounts 
on well and call liquor and beer, plus up to 20 
percent off select bar menu pricing. 
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How Do I Love Thee? 


By Paula Hilton 


Index to 
Beachcomber 
Advertisers 


A special thanks to all of our 
advertisers for their support. Please 
do business with them often, and 
thank them for making your FREE 
entertainment magazine possible! 


upon their relationship. A love letter But love is love, regardless of how you 
from a husband to his wife of 30 years, express it. My daughter was telling 
A long, long, long time ago, back in for instance, would be quite different me recently about how she and her 


the ‘90s, I co-authored a book called 
When Romeo Wrote Juliet. A friend 
came up with the idea because he had, 
in his short 35 years of life, quite a 
collection of handwritten “love letters” 
from quite a collection of women. 


Yes, he was kind of a womanizer, 
and yes, he saw himself as some 
kind of Romeo himself, but when he 
approached me to co-author (code for 
write the book from his notes) I didn’t 
take it on because of his personality or 
appeal. I took it on because it seemed 
like a real challenge. He probably 
had 60 pages of handwritten notes 
and letters, and the idea of taking 
all of that and turning it into a book 
appealed to me. 


I came up with the idea to break his 
notes into different chapters about 
different types of relationships, and 
how a love letter might look for that 
type of relationship. Each letter 
was written from Juliet to Romeo or 
Romeo to Juliet, and each took on 
an entirely different tone depending 


than a love letter from a boyfriend 
to his new girlfriend of just a few 
months. 


It was a fun experience. I wrote 
the book in the comfort of my own 
home, meeting about once a week 
to brainstorm (and drink wine), and 
in the end we had a lovely hardback 
complete with illustrations and some 
real love letters included from family 
and friends. 


The whole point was to help people 
come out of their shells and share 
their loving feelings on paper (although 
I suspect in addition to publishing 
his own love letters, he also wanted 
to flaunt his extensive knowledge 
about pens, something he really 
loved. Needless to say, he wrote that 
chapter.). 


Anyway, the book is, as you can 
imagine, quite outdated by now. 
Paper? Pens? Using snail mail? Who in 
the heck does that anymore in this age 
of e-cards, e-mail, and e-everything? 
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boyfriend sometimes prank each other 
by hiding and jumping out of the closet 
and scaring the bejeezus out of each 
other. “Why?” I asked. “Because it’s 
fun!” she laughed. “It makes him laugh, 
and I love making him laugh.” It’s not 
a love letter, but it’s certainly one way 
to show your love. 


One of my recently married friends 
posted a note on Facebook that her 
new husband left for her on her pillow. 
It was adorable, scrawled out like a 
child, asking the age-old question, “I 
love you. Do you love me? Yes or no,” 
complete with boxes to check indicating 
your answer. Silly? Yes. Loving? Most 
definitely. 


My book may be outdated, but one 
thing that hasn’t changed is there are 
no rules when it comes to expressing 
the love you feel for your significant 
other. So keep that in mind this 
Valentine’s Day. Go out for a special 
dinner, see a movie or show, or take a 
day off to just be together. 


And maybe try your hand at writing a 
love letter. But be brave. Use your real 
name and leave Romeo and Juliet out 
of it. You'll feel good about sharing your 
feelings, but the object of your affection 
will feel even better. 


Carl Hiaasen 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 


Come on—how many other private 
clubs give you the opportunity to 
schmooze with the leader of the free 
world? Not that we’d ever use that as 
a sales tactic, because it would be 
tacky and wrong. 


Mr. Trump envisions Mar-a-Lago as 
a resort for all the people, including 
those Rust Belt voters who got him 
elected. And while we’d love to offer 
them a patriotic discount to join our 
club, it really wouldn’t be fair to all 
our millionaire members who shell 
out the big bucks. 


So, for one and all, the post-election 
price is $200,000. We do take personal 
checks. 


Carl Hiaasen is a columnist for the 
Miami Herald. Readers may write 
to him at 1 Herald Plaza, Miami, FL 
33132. 


© 2017, The Miami Herald. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 
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SAT, MARCH 11" 1:00-3:00" 


Live Music on Two Stages - $35 Tasting Armband or $60 For VIP 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 | MARDI GRAS PUB CRAWL | 6PM 


Wear your best Mardi Gras costumes to kick-off the weekend’s events. Enjoy drink specials 
at every stop and let the good times roll! Advance tickets: www.EventBrite.com 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 | 9TH ANNUAL MARDI GRAS PARADE | 2PM 


Grab your Krewe to experience dazzling floats, colorful costumes, street performers, 
live music & handfuls of beads! FREE to attend. 
JOIN THE PARADE! Email rmagee@harborwalkvillage.com to apply. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 | FAT TUESDAY CELEBRATION | 5PM 
Celebrate with FREE red beans & rice and the 1st Annual Mardi PAWS Costume Contest! 
At 6pm, parade your puppies in green, purple & gold as local judges award 1st, 2nd 
& 3rd place. Join the festive furry fun! Email rmagee@harborwalkvillage.com to register. 
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